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JOHtsJ EDGAR HOOVER 



Dt RECTOR 


June 3, 1930, 


for T^Ji: FILES. 



Colonel Albright, Military Intelligence Division, 
Rar Deiartf.oent, Sranch 1917, call^/ln person to ascertain 
the present Tii.^h^eabout3 of PI, 0.t-^ardley, formerly an em¬ 
ployee of thd»/ar Department who, Colonel Albright stated, 
was threatening to make public certain confidential secrets 
of the I/ar Departim-^nt. Colonel Albright stated that he 
understood that on March 28, 1930, Mr. Yardley had called 
at the has .ington Gas Light Company to have a gas meter 
ini&talled and that he, Colonel Albright, was desirous of 
obtaining the address furnished to the Gaa Company by Mr, 
Yardley. 

The */ashington field office was instructed to 
obtain this inforiiation and to ccmnunicatd it direct to 
Colonel Albright. I was later advised tnat this had been 
done. 



Director. 

Ad INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS ililCLAMli'id) 


MTf 




A IA IfftL JtJ AjJ^ 

r> IN 
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3mtMo>n 


S^tanbar 10 ^ 1932. 
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/ Hr. CR«tl^ exiled and 

V »Ut#d bn ind«r»t^ Kr.’^nrdlny U aboiftt to pnbllob another 
^boofe vUI ^tois a great deal, eore &boat theoe tela- 

^ Wnm -^epMMoePiilegraaa - end that eort of thing* dr* 
ContXe neid it vUl be neat nnfortmiate* Wr* Ceetle andwr- 
ateade Ifar* laardlof In wwidiig eitb « een^ile of good Xeigreri 
ebe ore edelaiag bin in the setter in order to aroid a libel 
euit^ bttt tb&t the Ibr Ciepartnont bee odvleed his that Mr* 
Xordligr ha& in hie personal fiXea dspllcatee of a lot of 
original Var Di^ertiMnt naterinl «md aX«o bee a great deal 
of ooriglnal Sar fitpoptnent iiderial whleh abouXd be in the 
Index of the V«r BaiMrtMMit itself* 

X adrlsed lb** Castle that X was snider be iii^pres- 
Sinn that there ess a Statate vhi&n )^biblt«d tbs esa of 
(brmnnwt eatsrial for prleate pu:^eeae and that X thought 
OtstMId ivsi reeeotir passed^ or at least had ander con- 
sidMMddnnf an eactenaloa of tue previous Statute* I t/>Id 
dr* Irsatle ee vouJUl look the Statute on tkiiB a&ttar* 


Mr* Castle said he tbcmgbt ths Miltary Intelli- 
genes of the tfar departnsat would ksc?^ abmit the tar Departaont 
neterial but he will advise us of this let«r* 


»*ry truly your 8 ,/\|J INFORMATION CONTAINED ■■■- 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 
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M, 'pur:^au xrf 

^icparimettt oi ^UBiite 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR. 


Mr.'^^nith, of th^f^w lork Times, called me at my 
residence Satiirday evening, about 7:00 P. M., and wanted 
to know v^at trutii there was in a report they had received 
that "Department of Justice Agents", in conjmction with 
the War Department, had made a demand on one^ardley both 
in Illinois and in New York for information which he said 
Yardley had procured from the War Department files. I told 
him I knew absolutely nothing about any matter of that kind. 
I suggested he talk to Mr. Carusi or Mr. Doddsj that if 
Mr. Camsi knew nothing of any coimnunioatlons on th« part 
of the Attorney General, I suggested he talk to Mr. Dodds. 

Very truly yours. 


M,L INFORMATION CONTAINED 
.ETEiN iE UNClACSIrliit) 
uAl E 


H* Nskthan. 





JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 

^ur^iiu 0f 

department irf Kuistite 
\r ir; CGi f Wnsiim^ian, OT, 

Septp-nber 19? 19'^?, 
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Mf'CiaW'Diri ”0’^ TH7. DIRECTOR 

b ^ ' 

On Sept'^ftiber 10, 193G, I conferred v/ith vjlr* Dodds con- 
cernin^;" the call which you had received fron Mr. Castle of the 
State Department to the effect that MrPYardJ.ey was about to 
publish anothei^^ook which would contain a yreat deal of con¬ 
fidential information which ^r. Yardley had apparently obtained 
from the Far Department -^ilGs* Mr, Dodds v^as first under the 
iraoression that it would be difficult to deal with a 
situation of this sort, but together with Mr, Parrish we made 
a caref\il search throu'n the Statutes and ascertained that 
Section 31 of Title 50? U, S, Code, one of the few remaining 
sections of the original Espionage Act? is apparently directly 
in point, particularly paragraphs B and D of said section, which 
makes it unlawful to publish any information of this cha^racter 
vhich has been obtained in any manner which would work injurj' to 
the United States, Mr, Dodds called Castle on the telephone. 
He did not at this time talk with Mr, Castle, but later informed 
me thet Mr. Castle had called him back when he had informed him 
of his opinion that Section 31 of Title 5D would be applicable, 
and that either the State Department or the Far Department, which¬ 
ever was the more Interested, should make a formal demand upon 
Mr, Yardley or upon the publishers of his new book for the with¬ 
holding of the info^’mation, ^n^ also warn both Mr. Yardley and 
the publishers that if they did publish this information they 
wmild be prosecuted under this section of the Code, '^!r, Castle 
stated that he would immediately notify the V/sr Department, as 
It T/'fps the one orimarily interested. The matter wras closed at 
tills juncture. 


52 . 75 "^/ 


I advised you orally of the above, but in the jrush of 
work on the bonus marchers neglected to prepare a memorahduni at 
that time. 


'kUSONOOMTAiNEO 




^ < M 2' -'■'OT { 
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Respectfully, 




u-inirri. 




V, W, Hughes. 
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taMPERT’SIS. 

ONMPAXSnp 


Federal Men irrifrauhd Work by 
H. 0. Yardley, Wartime l^ead 
of Cryptographic Bureau. 


GRAND JURY GETS CASE 

Author la Aceuaad of Taklne 
Secret Diplomatic Deeumente 
When He Left Service. 


The oea&ue^ipt of a new hoo* py 
Herbert O.oYardley, author of 
"The ^mertean Black Chamber" 
and tread ot the secret American 
Cryptograi^io Bureau durliif the' 
World War, waa aeired here yes¬ 
terday and impounded by the De- 

g artment of Justice under Section | 
2, Title SO. of the United States { 
C<»e, which prohibits agents of the 
govermnent from sgtproptiaUii^f se¬ 
cret documents 

The manuscript, entitled "Japar 
nese Diplomatic Secretf," Is said 
to deal, like "The American Black 
Chamber" nublitdied two years ago, 
with the intercepting and decoding 
of Instructions sent to delegatee at 
the Washington Arms Conference 
in 1932. It la said also to duidosc 
that the Japanese delcsratlon was 
instructed to "hold out" for a cer¬ 
tain limited time, and if, at the 
end of tihAi time, the British and 
American deli^tions crowed no 

Tnus. the book Is said to assert> 
the American delegate were able 
to anti^Ata the araon of the Jap¬ 
anese deiega^km. , 

A short ago Ur. 
mitted the manuscript to me Uao- 
nilllan Company for approval. Yes¬ 
terday a united States Uarriinl 
called at the offices of me_pub}Ikli- 
Ing firm, advised George P. Brett 
Jr. that ne was wanted at the Fed¬ 
eral Building, and told him to take 
the m&Qiucnpt of ‘‘Japanesa 
matic Seorets" with him. 

About the same time a marshal 
appeared at the offices of George 
T ^e. Tatdley’s literary agent, at 
53$ fifth Avenue Mr. Bye was not 
there, so the marshal left a teleK 
pone number with Instructions that 
Ur. Bye call it as soon at he r*. 
turned. When Ur. Bye <»d So he, 
too. Was tpid to appear at the Fed- 
.BttBdllng. 

“ “ rn 




IM-JrJXliO 


NUT liisiaOKDJsiD 





1933* 


tmmjmmi rat leu 


Mr. Fa;r r*<lvldid m today tb«t ir^Wodomar, 
a nowspanar loan of il«w ForV City^ hsut '^9i6>& ibiquiry 
eoaeopning «illes*d ^i»it of SpAoial %oot i& 
Charge Oonnelley to Attomagr Modalia 

And Vm fACt that lUr* VAdalie has atatod If the book 
Atiieh Mr. Tardlay Is prisj^iring is inibXlAhtd war 
botttAon tho Halted HtAteit i»ad #a|»An would reetili* 
kr. Vodettar wondered if timers was a£gr eoiBiooti^ 
bejawwn Hr. CoztneX^lrU vteit and 16 . dedalle^s 
statement. 


▼rtry truV yours. 


IHi'eotor* 


,,i itiroRMMiu:; 




«»corscd 
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DECODED 


/04, 
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I FEARS OF AMERICAN AUTHORITIES 
MS. SEIZED 


1/ 


! JAPANESE DIPLOMATIC MESSAGES 


Fears that a British ptiblhhei may b* 

1 offered a book about Japanese secret 
I diplomacy to prevent the publication of 
which a Bill was recently rushed through 
the United States Congress are now being 
expressed in official circles in Wa^iigtoii 
This book by Mr Herbert O^ardlej 
who was head of the secret decoJuig un | 
of the United States Government until' 
132S IS believed to be an extension of the 
ret 'ations contained in his TheMlmen- I 
ca Black Chamber and to deal exclu ' 
sivilj kith messages from tljt* Japanese | 
Government to Its Washington Embassv 
These messages were Intercepted and 
decoded by Mr Yardleys office between 
1818 and 1929 when Mr Henry L Stlm- 
■■cn then US Secretary of Stale dls- 
bandeil tne secret decodrag bureau as 
unworthy of the GOiernnient and con- 
trarv to good ethics , 

I was anxiety about the result of the | 
publtcalion of such a b^k that led the 
present United States Government to rush 
a drastic and mvsterlous BUI through 
Congie s recently 

This Bill which was Introduced sud- 
dciih Into the US House of Eepiesenta 
lives with the bare siUtemeiii that its 
immediate enactment was demanded by 
tht safety and Interest of the United 
States provides that the publication o' 
secrets considered Inimical to State inter 
csls should be punishable by a fine o' 
10000 dollars (£2 000 at pari ten ye-us 
imprisonment or both 
Mr Yardleys book the publication of 
winch the Bill was designed to prevent 
was considered dangerous to the alremiy 
strained relations between the United 
States and Japan 

It is now admitted however that this 
EO-called Gag Bill which has been 
by somG as a 

menace to the freedom of the Preen has 
no power beyond United States boundaries 
and the book might therefore be offered 
I to Brittsh or other overseas publishers 

preventing publication 
T hen the only hope of preventing pub¬ 
lication would be by a request from the ^ 
United States Government through or¬ 
dinary diplomatic channels 
Mr Yardley s The American Black 
1 Chamber published two years ago, did 
much towards accentuatliig the dlfler- 
cJices between the United States and 
Japan states the Washington oorrespon- ^ 

I dent of the Britleh United Press 1 

I It revealed that during the Wastungton 
I Arms Conference Mr CRiarlee Evm | 
Hughes then Secretary of State was daily j 
riven by Mr Yardley’s office decoded 
copies of Intercepted messages of instruc¬ 
tion from Tokyo to the Japanese delega- 
I tion and therefore knew in advance 
what the tactics of the Japanese would 
be 

The book led to bitter recrlmlnattoDS 
, fi crntn af [- h e H nited states in Japan, . 
r ihTCe ii& I tSrtU ey famous in the United 
1 States. 

When Mr Stlmson found out about the • 
work of Mr Yardley s bureau after he 
{came to office as Secretary of Slate he 
I ordered the cessation of the ectlvltles of I 
the secret decodir^ experts | 

> Anxiety was shown by the authorities | 
’ when It waa known that Mr Yardley had [ 
< another book on the Way and when he I 
' replied to protests by saying that he oon- 
ridcred It his patriot'c duty to show what 
important work Mr Stlmson had stopped 
' because M mere naive idealism the only 
course left for the Government was to 
rush through a Bill on the lines of the 
British Official Secrets Act 
This was done only after legal action 
had failed 

The manurerlpt of Mr Yardleys hn- 
pBTiding book had been sebed by the 
District Attorney in New York City and 
he and his literary agent weie secretly 
brought before a Federal Grand Jury but 
when the two men took a firm stand K 
was found that there were no laws under 
which either Mr Yardley or his 
manuscript could be held Mr Yardley 
j I malntalDcd that 11 was bts patriotic duty 
' to reveal the technique of Japanese 
I methods In the United States 

During the war Mr Yardley and his 
etaff were engaged In decoding secret 
enemy messages and their work was con 
tinned afterwards for the decoding of 
diplomatic messages 
The decoding bureau was In an office 
building In New York On the door was 
the title Code Compiling Company 
presumably a buslneas organisation pre 
paring codes for commercial firms In 
fact Mr Yardley and some of his staff 
in the front offices of hir suite actually 
did business In selling commercial codes 
while he was also a licensed estate agent 
These activities however were merely , 
a screen for the secret Government dc- 
coding work 
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After days, return to 



O&tUjucX^, 


«w.*- 


ilgBikiGSii 


11^ 20, 1933 


tseomu: 


% I I' X 


Mr* H» i»« taff. 

Box #4, 

ifUls Obl&po, CaULfox^^&« 


ALL ;NrOHfJAi iC;.i -'.(iMrAS^Fi 


0 »ar Sin 



X ti&YB received >our letter of 3 Iej 12, 1933» to 

respoiige wi.ersto ^ obXa.toec to odvioe ^uu tLrt kr. Herbert 0* 
X&rdie^j^, of iKiOa jou Xii^uire, bae never been coaaected rlth 
tLig Bureau, UJd eherc le no laror^'ii&ticm coaeeinin.ig his address 
In our fliee. loassuch as Ye former 1;, comireted 

witii tlie State Ocsjt.ertiiuat, zo ^ inrorr-»«Ltior asiy be 

rox*Uicosi%, rrea thet source, 

Hi© selX-addreesed stitBpod envulope i^uich ; ou enciaaed 
v*ith joar letter 1*. rcua:'ued herewith. 


VcT^ traiy ^ oure, 


Director. 


Eaciofoure #u6l626. 



\ 



IfT 

» i 




JBLt 07 


r 


I 


aaooRDiuB 

& 


Ufttttittxiaiit GaXonttl C« &« 
Sx^miXf OfflG«r« OGnei^ 
MiXitarf ZotGlIigGBOG 
Hr 

Wa»ldn$imkp D* 0* 


iipriX X93^* 


APR 171934 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


ML} 


. ^ / 


ItaHir fiirt 



i&tli v^armcm H t«X«plktialQ liiii»irar mda I 37 
F«wsb«I of jotir 01vltion of Sir« U.ttlo of tldo MvloiOtt cm 
April 6, 1934» jpJUooo ^ odrlootf tUai tfeo odrorUoo- 

o«iit»r«iali^ to tlio pabliootiCNi of •fboVondo Oonatoos* tgr 
Horlort H0^HrdXmr$ lof^rrod t»' tho Criminal 0ivl«loii 

at Vam Si^MUPtaont for coooldoratio^ and a4noo vhothor lovootl** 
ItotloBi It <lMirod in oottMOtloo tborooitli ooaoomlng tho 
{mbllofttloo of ooofldoiitlol ootoriol* 





V0X7 truly yoorOf 


^ lioovar 

lErootor# 
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iprU X2, 1934. 


mmtMtm roB Afisistuti AtraakBi oeukbai. s££hah. 


th»r« ftT# tranBAlttad hmrmtXih ti99 pbot^^mpl^ 

««nUAg m %dr9r%lt%m»n% for a book po^lBhod bgr Harbart 0* 

Xardlagr o&titXad *fho Sa.ca)da Ooazito»o*« It viXX bo i^tod that 
Inotructlinift appoar ot tho top of this advortiooooat to dip tbo 
shoot Id oator. tbo photograph oontalDl&g oil hloak oharootoro 
roproeohto the ftooot boforo bolog dlppod la ootor arid the photo* 
graph boarlhg Uio vhito XottorO| in addition to the bladt^ ropro* 
oonte the result of «o treating the papor* 

Thle oattor iiw.b j^forrod to this DlriBlon tho 
Milltaiy latolUgonoo m.noloD of tho IMur 0opartAeut« partloulor 
attontlon bolQ^: oalXod to tho foot the oatorial aaod bp' 
lordlop was obtainod^ oonfldontialljrf durihg hi a ei^lopaent lasf 
tho Qo’vomaoiit with *l»orloaii I^Laolt <}ha«bor*« Major Ntoohol 
of tho miltarp^ Intolligonoo vision atatoa that this book vaa 
publishod on April 4p 1934 byfhongaanoi Qroon and Ooapaiqr of how 
lork Gitgf^ and that a violation of E* £• 4433^ 73rd OoagroaOf 
first Sosoi^f provalls In ctmnoction with puhlishlog of 
oMd^ldontial material* Major fasobaX adviaod that^ it was his 
roooll«otl4m» oanusorlptSi usod in the proparation of this book^ 
vora soisod bgr tho Dopartigmt of Justioo* Mo record conooming 
this seizure appears in the files of this Plvisicm# 

I shall appreciate being advlfiod whether anj' invostlgalioili 
on the part of this Division, is desijrod in ooniisotioa with tho in* ^ 
forastlon furnished by the Military InteiUgenoe, relatlvo to 
publioatlon of lardloy^s book* 

.,v )\ 

M Very truly yours, 

i 

4 ,t .V a'' 


Mad* #b055;k) 


I>irector# 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
OmCCTOR 


jbl:rcl of ^n&estigatiott 

^eparimcttt of Kuslicc 

' l CR«lATiOM COMIAir'IED Apni 7, 1934. 

Ill ;S Ui'^C ’’.iSiflirl) 

^ AI c jrj^fc-. 8 H SPlUnvuJMjM J 

•O ^^aty ^^^jSToRAHDnM for assistant director NATHAN. 

fojfjn 


On April 6, 1934j I received a telephone call 
from Major Paschal of the Military Intelligence Division 
of the War Department, 


Major Pasc-ial states that about a month ago an 
advertisement of a book to be published by Yardley vraa 
forwarded to the Division, This advertisement indicated 
that Yardl^ was contemplating incorporating in this oook 
information obtained, confidentially, dxiring his employ¬ 
ment by the Government with the^'American Black Chamber”,, 
Major Paschal desires to be advised if^at action is being 
taken by the Division in connection therewith. 



The File Room has no record of a cOTiraunication 
being received from the Military Intelligence concerning 
this matter and I called this to the attention of Major 
Paschal, He stated that the advertisement was not transmitted 
by letter, but merely by a roughhand note. There were 
instructions upon the sheet to dip it in water and when 
this was done printing was disclosed concerning something 
abx^ut gags imposed by Congress. Instructions on the circular 
stated, ”Be sure your Congressman is in town. Then dip this 
sheet in water.” The advertisement indicated that Yardley 
was the only man prevented from publishing a book by act 
of Congress. Major Paschal understands that this book was 
published April 4f 1934 hy Longman’s and believes it to 
be a violation of H. R. 4420, 73rd Congress, First Session, 

He understands that the Department of Justice seised manu¬ 
scripts in connection with the preparation of this book. 


n 


I communicated ?dth Mr. Appel, who stated that 
the advertisement was received by the Technical Laboratoiy 
without ary cover whatever and he is having photostatic 
copies prepared in order to submit the matter to the Cflm-fnal 


/ 


Division for consideration 
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DIVISION OF INVESTIGATION 
From. UITIT #1 Room 420 

1934. 


_Director 
_Mr. Nathan 
_Mr. Tolson 
_Mr. Edv/ards 
_Unit Two 
_.Unit Four 

__Files Section 

_Personnel Files SectK 

_Equipment, Section 

_Chief Clerk's Office 

_Unit Five 

_Identification Unit 

_Statistical Section 

_Technical Laboratory 

_Mr. Baughman 

_Mr. Cov/ley ' ^ . 

_Mr, Little ’ 

^Mr. Lowdon 

JAr. Newby ^ 

_Mr. Smith 
_Mr. Stapleton 
_Miss Gandy , 

_Miss Finnell 

^Washington Field Off^e , . 

.Stenographic 

.Secretary 

_Correct 

Re-wnte 



DIVISION OF INVESTIGATION 


Frow Laboratory and 

Single Fingerprint Unit 
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^Director 
_Mr. Nathan 
^Mr. Tolson 
_Mr. Edwards 
__Mr. Appel 
_Mr. Hince 
_Mr. Pickering 
_Wr. Rennebo^er 
_Mr. SchiL^r j 

_Chiefj>mit / 
^Chie^^lerk 

J^enographer^ 
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ONLY AUTHOR 
EVER 



Resort* to fiction in this novel about 
The American Biach Chamber 

By Major Herbert O. Yardley 
PublisKed by Lonomani, Green A Co. 

114 FiftK Avenue New VorW 
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kiiMitXm Is to i^ 

April IZ, i0i4, mqa&Btlm to b® 4?lietii®r i»“ 

vedtlgmtioo is a»alr«i4 Xn comiecttioo adtb tb« p«blieaU,o» 
oi' *^Th#^^oaao Couauess** Horb^jrt 0^tHtsile^yp the 
matter havliif b@«ii raTerr^o Troai Xnt®!- 

liganc®, as »arrantia^ i^eatiga^ioa, dae to th® fact 
that cmiidiHiticil iafaraatie«i is ijacorperated ia this 
book. 


Very tmtXj your^, 


Director. 


us Ji rii. 

‘ >' ,1 Sr .(s 
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‘^<i^H/i«A-aA.vw^ su4^ SrMSJo 

^o/g/gf 
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April 1934* 


^ri^i^er Ck»MMr«l Alfr«td f. aslth^ 
XUAtajj |itt«XIlg#ae» lEvlsi^^ 
tar CepaftMitf 
ft^ahinctcm* C* 


r! 


■s ! 


^u^i£P 


lear 61 rt 



L‘.'* 

<LXa'TAA/iu*V4^ _ ^ 

AiAI f Itju 

Major PaachaX of your Divleloa ropaatly referx^ « copy cf7 
of adrertiaeafflat of •Tha Sloada Coimt«a»» S&jor iMsriNirt 0* 
lardley, to tMr tlvl::ion Tor coaalcaratloa in view of th© lact 
tb^i, it ia raportod that fartiloy Incorporated in nis book cert^iln 
Ittforaatlon obtained confielciiiially raring hi® ejaploy In Ui«* 

Black Ciioaber". 



Xi-f matter »at refer ec to Assistant Attorney General 
for consideration and I attaching hereto 3. cop. 

Mr* A©enan*& reply dated April 17» 1934* X snail appreciate 
receiving a reapoaae trm you la accor^’ance with the suggestion 
contain^ ih the Xaet paragraph of Mr* Keenan*® aemorandne* 


I '■'I 


‘I 


1 f 't.'tj ' ^ 
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9mr/ truly yours, 

^ He 'V*-X 

Director. 



U>ORE5S REf^YTO 
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
AND REFER TO 
INITtALS AND NUMBER 


DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 






April l^o-^ir. 








iaXIOPX FXFOH Tr^i! DIHIOTQR. DiasiO: OF 11'^TFlSTiaATIOl 


I hj ve ;*oar nemo rand’an; ot the 12 tn ms tent, transmitting t \70 photo¬ 
graphs rejjreseiiting th§ advertisement for a hook published by Uerbext 0. 
^giYardlsy, entitled “Tne Blonde Oountess’*. The niatter v.as referred to 
your Division by the Military Ixitelligence Division of the Vlar Department, 
particulai attenti'^n being called to the fact tnat tae material used by 
Yardley was obtaizied confidentially during his employment by tlie Grovem- 
ment witn. t.ie '’Anerican Blac^^ Ciiamber'** I'Ejor Basciial of the L. I. D. 
spates tnat t .is book v'os published on April 4, 19S4 by Longmans, G-reen 
& Cox^pan/ 01 Hew York, end tnat the publicction constitutes a violation 
of the Act of June 10, 1S35, Fublic Ho. 57, 75rd Ooiigress, ?I.R. <t220. 

You request to be advised he tier any investigation should be made by 
your Division. 

T-.e ^i.ct 01 Jupie 10, 1955 ^lovines in substence that whoever, by 
virtue of his einplo;y'Taent the United States, shall obtain from anotner 
or snail have custody of or access to, or s.iall liave had custody of or 
<'ccess to any official diplomatic code, or any f'cstier prepared in any 
suca code, or wnicn purports to have been prepared in any such code, 
and Gha.ll vdlfully, without authorieation or competent autnority, publish 
or fui’nish to another <9ny such code or matter, shall be fined or imprison¬ 
ed as orovided. 


It is obvious that it is impossible to determine whether there may 
nave been a violation ot such statute on the basis of the information 
lurnished tae Dejurt’.ent. I suggest that you request Llagor Pasclial to 
have the Secretary ot ar suboit to tnis Department a statement of fa-cts 
nov' available indicating the circuiastances of Hajor Yerdley’s appoint¬ 
ment or eirployment b^ the United States and a copy of the book ”Tne Blonde 
Countess" with the portions thereof which it is thought violate the statute 
.'■arked insoiar as possible. Ue snail tnen be in r better position to de¬ 
ter. ine whether an investigation is v/arranted. 

HECORDEL / 


Jfo 


Asjid^tant Attorney General, 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRBCTOII 


JBL;CSH 


of 

JK. of Susftet 

Pml{ln0tott» ^ C. 


April 26, 1934 


idEiViOKAUDUM FOR JiR, 


L 

WATHAi^ 


s. 



On April 25 , 1934 ‘^ajor Raschal of the Military 
Intelligence Division, War Department, called at ny 
office and left the two attached newspaper clippings 
from unidentified Pennsylvania newspaper^ relating to 
the book entitled ”The Blonde Countess”, by Herbert 0* 
Olardley. 


Copies of these articles are being sutanitted to 
tlie Criminal bivision, inasmuch as a previous complaint 
made by the Military Intelligence conceraing this book 
was referred there also. 




From a Fennsjlvaaxa newspaper - name unroiown 


Received from Major -^aschal 

on April 25, 1934 



I#!' *r Ifei 
i, ^eii., fi. 


ween* , -fi, 

^.^ijt'warttaiw to- 
tn%i^iiwton, inddis- 
- --—™ th^ It Is considerably 
acaie ^ed^ile tMn tho^e novels of 
^e^Wiifeim school of inter- 

sAcullduireery 

' Ifajor T&rfiey, author of “The 
luneiKto Black Chamber,” has used 
U his knowle(ig€ of spies and spy 
etectloA to i^ke the story cxcit- 
he has a smooth way of 
I jrrttlof jvhlch makes a book of this 
' Bwl ea^r to read 

The blonde Countess, as you 
^bably have guessed, is a German 
9y~dQdeed is the J37 who Is keep- 
mg tlif Secretary of War and aU 
Bis hi a dither She Is ob- 
tuininf ,lRfwmatIon which Imperils 
_^erioan troopawps How she Is 

q|l>tared~—^th secret-ink detectm^, 

cM«p. wlreleSb 'and aU the other 
e^idonkgc and coimter- 
^l^io ^agc^f-jjaftakes a more thrilling 
I mere catalogue of the 

- R B 8 . 




COPY 


A CREDIBIiE SPY HOVEL 
The Blonde Counteae. 

Bjr Herbert 0« Yardle^* Longman#^ Green* |2« 

There is a novel of wartime intrigue In WaBhlngton^ 
and diatlnguiehed in that It is considerably moreysre^ble 
than those novels of the Oppenheim sohool of InterAatlonel 
skoUdiiggery* 

Major lardleyi author of "The Aaerlean Black Ohaaber^* 
has used all his knowledge of spies and spy detection to 
make the story exeiting^ and he has a smooth way of writing 
idiich makes n book of this kind easier to read* 

y "" - 

The blonde Countess» as yon probably have guessed^ is 
a German spy — indeed Is the J37 who is keeping the Secretary 
of War and aU his staff in a dither* She is obtaining infor¬ 
mation which imperils American troopships* How she is captured— 
with secret-ink detectors^ codes> wireless and all the o^er 
aids to espionage and counter-espionage — makes a more thrilling 
story than a mere catalogue of the events would show* 

***** 


An interesting personality on the Metro-Qoldwyn-llayer 
lot is Major Herbert P» Yardleyi whose deciphering of codes 
during the World War was of great value to the D* S* A* His 
story, "The Blonde Countess", a thrilling spy drama, will be 
produced by Larry Woingarter for Metro-Ooldwyn-Ueyer, and, just 
to be sure that none of the secret servlco angles are incorrectly 
presented, the Major will assist C. Geurdner Sullivan in writing 
the adaptation of his story. 


* * * * ♦ 
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JfhLnCSH 


April 27, 1934 


mmsjMsm loa issistiu? ATtoro^i^x QhjAii^ iwm 
Atteation t 4r, * arrish 


•ith reference to "The Blonde Coiaitess*, Iqt 
H erbert 0*^Xardl«y, which is the subject of & oofl®>liitnt 
made b^r tiie Military Intelligence bivlaion o^ the ^er 
Ceparteent, there are transmitted herewith copies of two 
newspaper artlcies appearing In an ualdentified Penney Iwanis 
paper, which were submitted to this Division Major 
Paschal of the Military lateiiigence Diviclon* 

Very truly yours. 


Enclosure 554191. 


Dir«»ctor. 


All IMFORMATION CONTAiNED 

pte Q> ^ d /a i*4 

<ibu^ ^A i iS»»*yi u^uhr 







JBLiCai 

62-.2758i*li 5» 1934 


muiOKAUrniiA m ATTOmi QUrtAUkL 


Vith reference to *The Blo&de Couatefie** 
by Herbert 0. Yardley and the coapleint made by the 
illlltaiy IntelXigeaee DiyleiDa of the War Depertaeat, 
with reference thereto^ there is transmitted herewith a 
copy of a letter received froa Brigadier General 
Alfred 1* ftaith of the Military Intelllgeaoe Dlvleioe, 
dated April 27, 1934. 

In view of the Inforaatloa contained in the 
letter of General Satltli| this l^lvlsion is considering 
the satter closed unless advised to the contrary by you. 

Very truly youre. 


Enclosure 551003- 


Birector, 


Al L irJrORi/lAT’ON C0NTA!f€D 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
pm ECTOR 
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0 f ^ttfesttgation 

department nf Hlnsticc 
ptast|mgton, d- 

July 193/. 



10 ;i'IRTi 10’ 


II.,. r TOR 


¥ 



Dur^aj { cl'\ iou u’ coAvcrL .Lion, Or. Iliy sLutc-cl 
tnu', uhile lp \ ,ii<h lusf, uo .,s no. tae 

rictiofi Djilor foT tio lunO ^y ^"^ei ulR Tr.ibime, ; le : tatccl 
Inrtt . lo n:i< tj-riu c OiOvii uhc itoiy on Inbrlnjf, involving 
Jrpnn, lUlch ..C' rub'''''3i<jo 1,0 1 -r b; Yarn ley ^ oiae ti^e a^;o, 
Jr. Fc-y inriicated t. 'i le u^d ...rillop you rpj..-‘T.ve to thi. 
over d .-'oatao 1^0, ^ ^ 
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or CongretsniM&’s in Wathinflcm 
Then dip tkis tikeet in water 





THE 

onlv author 

E'v'ER 


ResorU to fiction in tliis rtovei about 
The American Black Chamber 


By Ma>or Herbert O. y*rdl«y 
PubltsKeJ by Lont^meni, Green A Co. 
114 Fifth Avenue New Yorir 




JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 


CT:MC 


•o 



3^eii?ral ®««au of Jnu^attgatiati 

1.0. Sppartment of Sitatir^ 


^oaiyingtott, S. CH, 
May U, 1935. 


ICN COM 
,\CSi'< 10^0 


WNOO 






mORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR / 

Colonel Lincoln telephoned oA Tuesday morning, stating that he had 
received a clipping from thejiwew York Times which indicates the 

"American Black Chamber" is to be put on in the movies by th^[^etro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer Corporation. Colonel Lincoln wondered whether the 
Department of Justice could take any action in this matter. He referred 
to the fact that a law was passed concerning the use of governmental 
information subsequent to the publication of this book and as a result 
of its publication. He did not knowyrfnether the fact that the law was 
passed after publication of the boo)c would make it a violation to use 
the contents of the book for moti^ picture purposes. 

I told Colonel Lincoln that I did not know what the situation would be 
in this regard, but tijat I would be glad to have it looked into. He 
stated he would send to the Bureau the Ne\; York Times clipping in order 
that we might read the statements concerning the forthcoming motion 
picture• 


Respec^ull^ 
Clyde Tolson. 


^ESORD 


ED & rNpVxii^D 
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1 , r- 
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lll^ 21, .935 


fri£a41«r a«nRrftl H« E. Ettlght* 

OMmd Siftfr, 

Military 2attili4«so« Diriaioii, 
Vtr 0ap«riMit» 

Wcial^iiftoii, D, €• 


l|f data' General I 


' ? *. i 1; 






fhle eill eetooeXedge receipt of y^our letter 
of ftej I4» 1935» ie e^oh ^ celledi i«y etteotiee to %tm 
Frodueti^ of e pr^»ee<S iN^tlen pie tore cos test >leted tgr 
letro^eldegrtt^lbiQrMr beeed od tbe book «»titled «tbe 
ieerleee Ble^ CiMMber* \fy Terdlejr* 


I tere reed eith extreiMi iatereet the clXppi&g 
free tlw Bee fork Tleee, vMoh you eneloeed with your 
letioTt eod eieli to theek you for yetar eourteay ead 
theitglttful&eee to eeklng thl«i Informetiaa erelXeble to ee. 


X Imre also noted eith interest that you imee 
toroogH thie aetter to the ett«atloa of HoBorebXe Will»dr 
Oerr« iaeietaat Secretary of State. 

With beet n^iehes; end kindest regards« I beg to 

reaeia 


Very truly yourf. 


(! 
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MetrcKOoidwyn-Mayer wlU pio* 
dues forty-nine featui^ fUma and 
' seventy-three shorts, durini^ the 
3.835-36 season, accordinf; to an an¬ 
nouncement made h€4re yesterday 
coincident with the opening of the 
company's sales convention in De¬ 
troit Ihe total represents a slight 
^increase over last season's produc- 
*tijon schedule. 

' Chief among the new pictures will I 
Je film versions of Dickens’s “A I 
Tale of Two Cities,” starring Bon- 

§ ' Id Colm^an, and “oilveV Twist”; 

'rana Werfel's "The Forty Days 
tof Musa Dagh,” Eugene O'KeiQ's 
"Ah T^UAraiuw,” "JkUM; 



















JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 








ritl ^ur^au of Inu^atigatton 
United states ^etiartment ottBnatlee 
ISSaslflngtan, B. C. 


iCl^C;AF 


Tor’^A 4 
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ry 28, 1941 


'' c r , ■. . _ ' ' 

^ - ! ^;; r I s 




peclaAify 0^: 

co:jfA 6 ia:tial 


FO- L-t. UX)E 


Re: Herbert Osborr^ardley 


1 neard a ruinoi' thpt Yardley '<£.,. .jack x>i Washington 
and X’ur’thermore bh^t he had be^m employed oy tnc S-oate Department 
bo reopen the Black Caamber. I asked Ir. ilosen to make discreet 
inquiry of Fletcner ucrren end .arren STsatei* t-ncre < as nothing to 
it. 


SuDse-iuenbJ^/j 
-^^rni;> Signal Corps o:i a 
uhe highest confidence 
LH bashing boil and the b 
doverniient coatraco uo 
'joverinaent dei)art]iieuts 
bhab sluhou^^h the hkr 
employ'ing him .-S r . c.r 
she inforncbion b^ tr^: 


I wa& ivSlking \dth Colonel Atkins of the 
lother atber. I asked him. lie stated in 
thet lb s as true "nd th<^t Yardley N.as back 
■ lie uas oeea hired under a very secret 
oo special \;orr involving several of the 
, He ..L bed b b he v^anted it underabood 
I'eprrtienL ,t . inbercstcd they \'e'e not 
Department eviployee. lie again^a.bl:£a tnj. t 
ated in the highest confidence.jS “ jj 


Llr. Rosen ubsepuentlp bold le tis. t Harroii called back 
and st'tad ’me iir^G i T.forinn tio)i ajs erroneous t^nd bliat he nov; 
understood Yardley vS jack in mho city but thet definitely the 
airste Dej_)c.i t 1C lb am nos reopened Black dhainoer. 




..(.eSj^iec hi ully^ 
B. B. Cof:^y, 
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JOHN EDGAR f-’OOVER 
DIRECTOR 


Uniteli B^partmrnt irf dustxt^ 

IKaalltitgiott, B. C* 

February 12, 1941 


( 

\ 

YM 

Attached hereto is a blind memorandijin containing 
pertinent data appearing in the files of the Bureau con¬ 
cerning Herbert 0. Yardley, author and former State Bepartment 
cr^^ptographer. O 

Respectfully, 

K. h. Youngs 



ALL INFORL'ATIC?! COriTAiKED 
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February 11, 1941 


MEMORANDTIM 


C::52k:ud^ 

classify 


RE; HERBERT OSBORN YARDLEY 



Herbert Osborn Yardl^ was bom in Worthington, 
Indiana, on April 13, 1889, the son of Robert Kirkbride 
Tardley and Emma Osborn. He was educated in the public 
schools of Worthington, Indiana, and in 1914 married Miss 
Hazel Milam of W orlAiington. Ind iana. To this union was 
bom a son named F" I His present address is 

listed as Worthington, Indiana, and his residence in New 
York City is unknown, al'Uiough his New York telephone number 
is reportedly Pennsylvania 6^5480. 

According to data contained in *<Who*s Who in 
America,” Yardley entered the service of the United States 
Department of State in 1912, With this service he devised 
a new diplomatic cipher code for the Department of State 
in 1914# Frm 1919 to 1929, he was in charge of the 
Cryptographic Department, ( the so-called Black Chamber )• 

He was also described as a lecturer in the cause of world 
peace. He served in the War College of the United States 
Amy as Captain of the Signal Corps in 1917, and became a 
Major in 1918, He also served with the Chief of the 
Military Intelligence No. 8 from 1917 to 1918, and allegedly 
was on the Military Observers Staff with General Perishing 
in August 1918. According to this same source, Yardley 
was in charge of Militaiy Intelligence at the Peace Conference 
in December 1918. In 1919, he was honorably discharged from 
military service and received the Distinguished Service medal 
in that same year. 



As an author, Yardley has published 
books; ”The American Black Chamber” in 1931; 
Countess” in 1934; ”Red Sun of Nippon” in 1934. 


the following 
”The Blonde 


In 1931 Yardley published his first 
”The American Black Chamber." This book publis, 

Bobbs-Merrill Compary, Indianapolis, Indiana, i 
history of the development of the State Departmi 
Military Intelligence code cryptographic bureau$. jln'biily a 
partial way are methods of deciphering codes referreTto im.r, 
this book, however some of the most famous war ciphers ^ 
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CO^pg^iTlAL 

In this pabllcaldon are contained the author *8 
consnents concerning ivhat described as being a "bad 
situation in connection irith cryptographic T?Drk in various 
departments of the Governnient during “Uie World War." 

Information was received to the effect that Tardley 
in 1932 contemplated the publication of another book idiich 
was to contain a substantial amotmt of information coneemf- 
ing Japanese telegrams containing diplomatic secrets sent to 
Japanese delegates at the Washington Arms Conference In 1922^ 
which were intercepted and decoded by American representatives* 
He planned to have this book published by the Macmillan Company^ 
but prior to the publication thereof, the Department of Justico 
caused the manuscript to be impounded for the reason that the 
publication of this material would involve the revelation of 
state secrets under Act 32, Title 50 of the United States code 
prohibiting agents of the Government from appropriating secret 
documents. This act on the part of the Government resulted 
in considerable newspaper publicity and according to a newspaper 
account, fear of the possible results of the publication of 
such a book on diplomatic relations with the Japanese Qovemnent 
led Congress to pass legislation strengthening the ban against 
revealing secrets considered inimical to state interests. As 
a matter of interest, in this newspaper account it was also 
alleged, in 1929 the United States Secretary of State dis¬ 
banded the secret decoding bureau of the State Department as 
"unworthy of the Government and contrary to good ethics." 

The newspaper account went on to say that the Government’s 
attempted legal action against the publication of the alleged 
Interception of diplomatic messages failed, and that as a 
result thereof. Congress was compelled to pass more stringent 
legislation. 

The incident above referred to was used by the 
publishers of a subsequent book by Yardley entitled, "The 
Blonde Countess," published in 1934 by Longmans, (jreen and 
Company, 114 Fifth Avenue, Mew York, New York. To advertise 





this latter publication of Yardley, the publishers issued 
an advertisment entitled, ” Gagged by act of Congress — The 
Blonde Countess," and appearing upon this advertisement were 
instructions to dip it into water and when this was done 
printing was disclosed revealing the following words, "The 
only author ever Gagged by Act of Congress resorts to fiction 
in his novel about the American Black Chamber 'The Blonde 
Countess* by Major Herbert 0* Tardley, published hy Longmans, 
Green and Company, 114 Fifth Avenue, New York." 

As a matter of interest, "The Blonde Countess" 
was reviewed and characterized as, "A credible spy novel," 
of war time intrigue in Washington* "The Blonde Countess," 
is characterized as a German spy yAio obtains information, 
"imperiling American troop ships and in an exciting manner 
shows how she is captured with secret ink detectors, codes, 
wireless and all of the other aids to espionage and counter¬ 
espionage." 

Newspaper accounts in May, 1935 carried the story 
that the Metro Goldsyn Mayer moving picture concern contem¬ 
plated the filming of the stoiy of Tardl^'s book, "The 
American Black Chamber*" 




lAL 

YiiitLLhY, Herbert O(sborn), vriter; born Ytorthington, Ind., 

April 13, 1889; s. Robert Kirkbride and Emma (Osborn) Y.j ed. 
Worthington, Ind«. High School; m» Hazel Milan, of ?/orthington, 
Ind., 1914 ; 1 son, I 

Entered U. S. Dept, of Stste, 1912; devised nev- diploiTKitic 
cipher code for Dept. 1914; m charge cryptogrciphic Dept, (so- 
called Black Cii£.mber), 1919-29; lecturer in cause of v^orld peace. 
Served U.S.A. War Coll., as Capt. Signf'l Corps, 1917; maj. 1918; 
Chief of Mil, Intelligence No. 8, 1917-18; mil. observer siaff 
Gen. Pershing, Aug., 1918; in charge nil. intelligence C-17 at 
Peace Conf., Dec., I9IS; rec’d. Distinguished Service medal, 

1919; hon. discnarged, 1919. 

Author: The American BloiCk Chamber, 1931; The Blonde Countess, 
1934; Red Sun of Nippon, 1934. 

ADDRESS: Worthington, Ind. 



fob 

fo7C 


CUi'iho 

lei -- 




V 



! 


( 



9-— ) 


^ ^ o 


/>/i 


V', CaJ 4^''' i^‘ l. f- — 


'- •' > 7 


e ~, *' 






f ^ 


vL /- " 


f / 


- 


-■■t 

i> t 


C Z - Hz' 2 ( 






~ ~ - *» 




■/' 


^ ^ j 


ALL !^'FORMAT!ON CONTAINED 

iiERLiN i; 'j'..;i.Assir;i'j 

frsY 






^J|A&no(L^AryxU^^(/l^ 





-f 

Ca^., 


- K)/:> y 


!■ 


f ' A 




L 


—\ 




Qt.yiy^,y. —s, , (j> z - 

^ ^ J ^ ^ ~ £ 9(5 ^ — 

^ 1,1 ^ 'f ^ ^ i/ . / t.M 


V 




(^ i. 




^ .r 


/ 

( 



> (> ’ 

/ Q>V ^ ^ ^y<^ ■ 

/y^C4--t^ .-J\^ ^ ^ Cl ^ 


'AAVp<^‘ ^'‘■/- 








^ V 


/no.-* > 







'{ 


.V— A 


d ^ - ^c « s :7 - / y3 


/i;/c/ 


A. “I. 




Ay~\^ 


« X 




\) 


9*^ 




i < ^ */' 


u* i-'v ^ 'll-. 

Ca ^ £~-^—^ 

. -I— '' 

d 


ni, 

u^ ^ 


T'.aii^SJJT^ "'’ ^ f ij ) 


Y ' 


'>e; 








^Oj/ 1 i 

■i „ * ^ / 7 s^ 7 ‘^‘A 












^a , 3s ( s / -t. :r-^ >6. /3 ^ 

P-< c. ^ :_ 

i/CC^ .^y,^%. ^ V 


’ ^''■*"%^ yx 


s/- 




■- J 


^b‘' 




f< 

( ^ 

CA-'v-^.-A-V^ 

<■ -iiii,raiaiBriww‘»w 



/t *•' 

ff'f 



/ 


^ u ^9 n z -:inB K 


Q 




A^ 


A ^ /"H^,,. 


-/A_ :> 

u 

^ i 


/ V. 


y 


/< c C' 





'\ 


EATiBSilBIC 



Mivut 14* 


mirn 


Cthdtf «f Sl«f f 
Wmt 

*Mi4aifi«% s* e» 




«<»■ Hi ± * wi^g 
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I IMeIW MMiViA ft TCSMTi tWtKt ft ftftftiUftBlAftl fttf Ite 

iwNMMi nHm tft i i ft ti i w ift i iniftf ipi iiHr «mi ^ litlitooftifttftdt vitii ttm 

WMMMMv IMNitflillMwiI* lift ^fiuMI ftf MtfUftft ftftftft ^ lUfti ttftr ftftftftvftMMti 
Ip ywJfMQVl ftftft Itlift f i ft—tmt igr ftf fiMlellgr airlidftft fm ftiM ftltMtlcft 
MIImL 1 llPeiiclit ym tmmm tim ftff it of tidft iafftfwiftl«ft« fbm 

wmpwt ftlfttftdt 
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■Vhft ftftvWUlc MM m 9m f«|i IMp M IMMiljr laMtMtftl 
to MwP ft r t 0? ^ mMmt ftM |Mari ^ toft 

Mtoftft ftfttftftftdtog ^toft ttftftk toMNft^y to totoli |ft« ftiJUL 
tftftftU toffftlftgr toft ftlpMliftM ^ toft CjmtofpftiftQr 

tofttlftftft ftC toft IPtoftftl toftfttiftMftl Mftiftg; toft liifto toft 

Mi ft i # InNtop g ftft i toy M%wh§fmwA ttm 9U Wm Xatk 
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ftoMftorft ftftii TO ft torpt a to «to w tor lipjfttoito ar aar 
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to ft ia ftftftiai a k iiiimr lato ftftr» itoft 

toU fttoax toftfttot Itoiibr to to aaftli a vato 

tofti it ndU rtotoiill^itoto to|^ toft mm mmf^BIga - 

for tftrtftorto to ft aaft t mmmSSmii ] 


tolft toi 

toftd to 

fttofrl* 


wpCQ^MIPP 'WB 

/ L E D 
14 I 941 ^ 


Mr* It toft toaft 

toft first Xftftdft aft tk^g 


SS(. 




'^fs!Acnt^“ “y^''£Sri5ATIl)« 


19 i9i; 


64S6 







JOHN EDGAH HOOVER 
Dt RECTOR 


CC-160 


coisserriA 


L 


E'lCLASSIFICATION ^ajjjjj0pj-jY DERIFED FP.0H: 

FBI AUToiiATic DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE of )fttuestlo|attoii 

DATE 12-01-2011 

States ^Btpavtm^nt of Susttcf 


•y 




'I 

X 

X 

X 


)9loal|ttt9toit, iB. C. 


PI]?; atw 


Pat© February 15, 1941 



Mr Quinn Tamm 
Tala. Ream _ 

Taar Raam_ 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 


Mr. Klainkaul 
Mr. Traar_ 




Mlu Baahm 
Miaa oaiMlir 


-u- 


In talKirg with VineentXAstor yesterday, I told 
hiiu of tho comments whic h had been iiaae to Ulegg by 
I ^ concernin^ Herbert G^Tardley, 

whom AS tor recalled 7 ?!^ jfx 
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I then informed him of the information received 
as to fardley^s present connection with the liar Department 
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MEI^JORANDUM FOR m, P. E> F0X^7QRTI 


Mr Tolson 

^Vf F A Tamm_ 

Mr Cbs? . 

Mr F^KWorth. .. . 

I Mr Glavio . 


I Mr Ladd .. 

I Mr Nichols ... ... 

Mr Rosen . 

Mr Carson. 

I Mr Drayton . .. , 
Mr QmnnTaram.. 

! Mr Hendon. 

I 

j Mr Tracy . 

Mia* Gandy. 


FOT/P^ ^ 


Mr. George E. Sterling of the Federal Com¬ 
munication Commission advised me telephonically on 
Llay 20, ^41 j that C. E. Reeves of the Alcohol Tax 
Unit, hap contacted him for Major^ardley, the author 
of ”Th«American Black Chamber," I>Ir, Sterling stated 
that Yardley is representing some people outside of 
I jbhe United States who are interested in obtaining 
If^high frequency radio direction finder equipment. 

^ Reeves indicated that Tardley wished such inquiries 
to be guarded and treated with secrecy, Mr. Sterling 
furnished Reeves with t^ nages of a few suppliers of 
equipment of this kind.T^ - J1 (fQU 

Mr, Sterling stated that he thought the 
Bureau would be interested in this inquiry on the part 
of Major Yardley and that any additional information 
he receives will be called to the Bureau's attention. 

An __.^lasdt on: OADR /Vr^ 
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Uvea r#e«iT»4 to tiM 
•ffoot tiMft tii^rt oPraardio/. Mta^r of «nio 

ICTiprooMt^laf OMfl» 
lA tko ywilMMO of m^lo oatttipMAt AAd la pro-* 
ooodlag to# tuiAd* lA eoAAootloA oiih aoiOtiAtloaa 
on liM of OdiAOOO OOTOrAAOAl to ^tniA 
.« MM M. 

lo Additional Inforaatloa was nimlahod; 
kavooor# It vaa thoa|dt that thoaa olroaaataaooa 
Ai#^% h« of lataraat to pou. 
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Mr> Oulnit Tamm 


MBMOHANDUM FOR MR. P. iS. FOXW 





Mr. Sterling; of tiie Federal Conirflur2^ 
Commission called me on the afternoon off June 4 
1941, and advised that he thought we rai^t »e 
interest^ in the fact that Major Yardley, with' 
of “The^&erlean Black Chamber", is repress itih 
China in the purchase of radio equipment ani is 
going to Canada in connection with negotiations 
on the part of the Chinese Government to ottain 
;^e iiundred Hallicrafter receivers.|5 - 

Mr, Sterling's source was a Treasliry 
"Department representative. i 
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Accoro.ing to data contained in 'ho's ;ho in iinfirica, Heroert 
Osborn Yardley v/as born in 'orbhint.ton, Indiana on .i.pril Id, irio9* He 
was educated in the puolic schools at ^orthington, Indiana, and in 1914 
married I iss Hazel jiilam of that city. It is noted that he entered the 
employ of the department of 3tci.te in 1912, and aevised a new diplomatic 
cipher code for the 3tate department in 1914« He served in the ,jar 
College of the United dtates ^.rmy as a Captain of the Cignal Corps in 
19175 and beccime a ICajor in 191b. He also served with the Chief of 
Military Intelligence Ho. B from 111? to 1918, and allegedly was on the 
Lilitary Observer Staff v/ith General Pershing in .’.ugust, 1918. In 1919 
he was honoraoly discharged from military service and received the dis¬ 
tinguished Cervice heaal. 


l 


\ 



i 
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Prom 1919 to 1929 Yardley \ib.s in charge of the secret crypto¬ 
graphic aepartment raaintainea oy the ^imerican Government, which was dis- 
banaed in 1929 at the oraer of trie oecretary of State Stirrjjfson. 

On Hovember 26, 1920, information was received from a confi- 
aential source that 'Tr. Yardley'* was conducting a "little private enter¬ 
prise forjpis ovm oeneiit." It arvDeared that Yardley, in conjunction 
with a Or^Lendelssohn, who "vras formerly employed as a translator, and a 
Hr.^llenth, was compiling a couaercial code for a private group, for which 
Yamley and his associates vrere to oe paia s?15,000. There is no further 
information available which vroula sDecifically identify this "LIr. Yaroley" 
with Herbert 0, Yardley, the suoject of this nemorandum, but because of 
the nature of the information, it is being set out herein as possibly 
relevant. 



Followinf the aisbanding of the secret governmental group of 
. cryptanalysts headed by Yardley, he published a book entitled "The 
ly'ijnerican 31ack Chamber," 3obbs-"errill Company, 1931. The book was a 
general treatment of the history of secret decoding vfork carried on under ^ 
Yardley's supervision, and aeals generally vrith the development of H'ar I cx" / 
department and Lilitary Intelligence cryptographic work, emphasizing the 
pract^al value to this '•'overnnent which t/as derived from the secret 

dAssinEEfiYioi^^s^^ , ? ^ 
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analysis of intercepted, coaea messages of other governments. The 
author comrnentea on what Vfas described as a "bad situation in con¬ 
nection 'vvith cryptographic v/orK in various aepartments of the Govern¬ 
ment uuring the ..'‘orld ..'ar.” 

Prior to the publication of "The ^>inerican Black Chamber", 
infomation received from a reliaole source on June 3, 1930, indicated 



Following the Highly success^l publication of "The iunerican 
Black Chamber", information was received on September 10, 1932, that 
Tardley was aoout to publish another book, and that it ^rauld deal almost 
exclusively \dth material derived f rxim the decoding of secret Japanese 
cables to Japanese governmental r^resentatives in .Washington. It was 
statea that Yardley was at that time consulting two good lawyers in oruer 
to avoid a lioel suit; fbrther, that Yardley had in his possession 
numerous copj-es of original -/ar department material, ana also had re¬ 
tained material that should originally have been placed in the .<'ar 
Department files. 

On February 21, 1933> an article in the Ne\f York Times, , 

entitled, "Code ilxpertfs I'S. on Japan is Beized," stated that "Federal 
men impound vrork by H. 0. Yardley, .ar-time head of Cryptographic 
Bureau—Grand Jury gets case—author is accused of taking secret diplo¬ 
matic docxinents \rfien he left service," 

This article reporteu the service of subpoena on Yardley’s 
publishers ana literary agent, uno ^./ere re..uired to testify before the 
Grand Jury, the subpoena racuiring them to produce the manuscript of the 
proposea new book entitlea,^'Japanese Diplomatic Decrets." 

The manuscript was said to disclose, in particular, iniorma- 
tion aerived from the aecoding of secret Japanese instructions to their 
delegates at the 'Washington arms Conf'erence in 1922. 

On -ipril 4> 1933j iniomiiation received from a reliable source 
statea that the State Department was saia to have felt tnat the publica¬ 
tion of confiaential matters such as the decoaed Japanese cables to ^^its 
arms Conference delegates in 1922, vrauld be diplomatically emoarrassing. 
According to this source of inlormation the State D^artrnent had causea 
the United States xittorney ior the Southern district of Nev/ York to 
instilute appropriate legal action in enjoining publication of the book, 
"Japanese Jiplomatic Secrets." 



In the i:aj 2S, 19^3 issue of the "Japan Ghx'onicle"j puoLished 
in the L^nglish language at Kobe, Japan^ there appeared an article 
entitlea "State Secrets becoded—Japanese Diplomatic i-^essages." This 
article stated: 

"Fears that a Sritish puolisher may be offered a book 
about Japanese secret aiplomacy, to prevent the publication of 
which a bill was recently pushed through the United States 
vongress, are now oein? expressed in ofiicjal circles in Wash¬ 
ington* This book, by Kr* Herbert 0* Yardley, who vfas head of 
the secret decoding unit of the United States Government until 
19?9, IS believed to je an extension of revelations contained in 
his 'The merican Slack dhamber' cud to deal exclusively with 
messages from the Japanese vGovernment to Its jashington Embassy." 

The article continues: 

"hr, Yardley's 'The ..ineric-in 31ack Chamber,* published 
tno ye<xrs agoaid much to/-.^ras accentuciting the differorxces 

oetvi'een the United Jtates and Japan, states the .jashington cor¬ 
respondent oi the “.British cnited tress...,the oook lea to oitter 
recriminations a^^ainst the United utates in Japan and made lir, 
-ardley famous an the united ^tstes... •arum.ety vxas shovm by the 
authorities when it inorm that hr, Yardley haa another book 

on the ’lay, ana when he reoliea oo protests by saying that he con¬ 
sidered it his patriotic duty to show what important "work LIr# 
Dtir^on (Secretary of JtoteJ had stopped because of mere naive 
idealism, the only coui’se left lor tne government ’kias to rush 
through a ’mil on the lines of the ^riiish Official decrets ^^ct* 
Chis Was uone only after legal action had failed," 

ipril 4, 19J4, Longd-ins, Jreen cuid Company, Jew York 
publishers, wrought out a spy novel by Yardley entitled "The^^lond 
Countess,*' descr' oed as a very i'eaaaole novel concerning th/ imaginary 
operations of a lady spy in ,ushin ;tOi Curing the first .orId War, The 
book was described as ueipg an interesting stud^' of various espionage 
ano counter-espiona^e methods and activities, 

information ’vias received on July 6, 1934, which indicated 
that Yardley had unsuccessfi^lly c^ttemptea. to sell the story "Intrigue" 
to a prciminent ilew York nev'^sp^per, the story involving Japan, 
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Cn J’jiie 2Jf in±orTn£,tioa ’aas received iron a conTidentid.! 

source Uiat l.ajor H. C. Yaraley was then livin^_^ at coi unloiovjn address 
in Ter York, nis confidential telephone nuiKOer :>ein2 Penn, 6-54^0, 

On jeptoiioer' 7, c highly reliaole source indicated 

that YarcOLey had arrived at Chuni^inf;, Ohlnaj in the autumn of 1936 and 
had livec there under the ncuie ciX>sbornej pretending to transact 
business in hiaes. actually, Yardley -nas reported to have been enyayed 
in secret code work for the Jhinese Government, leaving Jhungking in 
-ugust, 1940. It v/as statea the t shortly oeiore leaving, he aoandoned 
hi? cloak of secrecy c*nd let his true identit 
generally omong tne internationol prouc in 3hun, 


:y cind pi;mpos^De kno^n 
.unglcing^X'* 


..s of June 26, 1941 j iniorLution uas reccivea to the effect ^ 

that Yardley was ouck in /'ashini ton, It was rumored that he had 

oeen hired under a very secret Government contrac' 
involving several of the governmental aeoartoents, 





On Keoruary Lfi., 1 ^4i, iniorrrkttion was received that the work¬ 
ing press in kevj' York 3ity was intensely interested in Keroert 0, Yardley, 
It was stated that Yardley liaa recently disappeared from his New York 
address, u.nd Inouiries by nev/soaper en had disclosed that he had moved 
to ^ashin^ton ana was residing at 1789 Lanier rlace, U. Further in- 
''j.uiries are said to have oisclosec thit Yardley had been engaged in an 
unKnown confiaential capacity by uniaentified governmental agencies, and 
tnat the nev/spaper men i-ere carefully T,;atching each other on this story, 
each one anticipating that someone else would break uhe story. This 
source of information expressea the opinion that no one among the reporters 
could unaerstand why any governnental agency "would hire Yardley for any 
confiaential work after the aisgraceful manner in i/<hich he sold ouu the 
Federal L-overnment after his employment m a confidential capacity auring 
t-he last War," 


-U- 


On Feoruary 1^, 1941, information was noted to the effect that 


w 
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Information \ifas received from a reliable source on May 20, 

1941^ that Yardley was secretly representing an outsiae iriendly power and 
attempting to obtain high freouency radio airection fin^r equipmentj3~ opiu 




-u- 


On June 6^ lV4l^ information was received from a reliacle 
source that Yprdley was {.oing to Canada in an effort to obtain one 
hunared short wave radio receivers, in the interest of a friendly power Srsm 

Information irom a reliaole source on October 9» 1941 < noted 
tlriat I Ij 
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tiMKIm V> date MtttaUftd In «»'• n« la laafiM, 

Oaiiom Xia€tar >»»» *» »wtfc*a*»»a, MUaa «a », Ml. 
wm i i tM a M la tka aritla rntmt Hm ak HHMmtew, XaltiMai m« la im 
awtiai Mat 1hm 4 Wl aa mt lhak altr* Ik la aakad kl»i Iw aakaaad Um 
aa^ «r «ka I H f aak a aak af staka la 1«UI, aad laaiaad a a«r dt|i|aaakla 
aifiMr aada te> ttta Staka iHqMrkaaak U IfU. la aamt la kha Var 
eaUaiP» af tha Italkad Stakaa laar *a a Oaakaia af tta SI^h], Cama |a 
I91.?> aiM baaaaa a Majw la Itll. la Am aaatai aikh tka Sklaf af 
lUlkaajr lak«IU<Maa la. I tmm IW ta IfU, aad al X ^ May aaa «a tha 
lUlkaiff Okaaavar staff with Oaaaaal Panklac la Aasaak, IIU. fit 1^ 
ha waa a aa air a Wi jr llt ak ati a d tmm. alUkur aaarlaa aal raaalaad «ia Dto- 
%dungidUiiMHi SNMMliNi KmIhiIl* 


ffm If 19 t* If sif «»» in 9 ^ 9 ^ of 

gviil^ HOAtalaM OomiiMMiik v«o ms^ 

hm^ ift of of ftofo 3tlii[j||Maa i^l6j 

0^ I^i ioMMiiiiiii imt amoivoi f iwk « 

lHoi Va «i» iwliytliig « 

Ibr lilt om btiMfi%«* 1% ttiwfoBi tlmi In tta^Mitite f). | 

wltli A 1^» Bf i ilttiln i iriti wm tt « %mKaM9fW^ tni « 

IbP* IblRlIIlf ’Mtt OtIltIJJbit t ttHHMItNMLtl ttit ftr a ffimift oliliii 

toMlltr ^ wmm to Imi tlitfo it at fttllMr 

mmiMlm aM4ai atiK tiittilMlijr Iteillr 'ftr# faHU^ 
wltli Maftet r B Oa ftatltr# ilM aitilttt of ^tia aMitvwitBat tttttat tf 
tiM iitim of ilit infantU wia ii it btitt y ii eai li«rdb «• 
rtltmia {Cl-C?Jj-20j; 01 - | | - 1920) (iW 


fo7D 


_ ftUtHlat 4itlwmtii^ of at^rti itTtymttltl gtoiit 

httM l3f X«v4l^» lit pmtlitlitt « bootc aiitltltd ^'flit 
iMTitta SIt<dl Catpmjr» IfUa fBt Mi m$ t 




'Ittiinl ittaMaf tf fa* HitltlQr tf 4»a»tlaf tM ttrriti t« 
■T^wN0itjr*i iMi #tiii|yt pNMi^ai4yil|i'' wHli lyBi 


-INDawlaaak aai MOi^ IMalllfaMa aq^ttiwn^Mf IWt, MtnjgliM- tha 

-praatlaal mkaa tat^ jtiwi ii at wkiah waa tfaiiwwl fiwa tkaaa^ 
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of eo4od aosoofoo of otiitr foirofnaoiito* Tbo 

ifonlid m n^t mMi 4io«ilM m a "Mt idtSiSliott la mm^ 
attlo ii wkih impli la rmtimm doftriaHilo of tim Q&mm^ 

Mai darlai lio lofid far** (oi-275Cl-]6; 


£ 

t 


F|f3M9P IMI mWI JWwJyMHHMi^ ’nPMI iMMKRfcIMUII muMB 

laftaMttaa rooaloot twm a roliaila ooifoa oa ^«at 3# Itli# lailaaM 
liat Iafil«f wm Huroatoalaf to Mdia $iMX% aartala ooafl4ittilal 

•Mr«to .f «te ww 

'««g'^<r7S^6 ^ y.rw//(/2f>^ 

l^llMiai tlio fcl^tljr MMOMCil jp«iiiaailoo of *^EIa iMKlaoa ' 

BUiii Cliaii^or*^ lafonwtloa vaa roooiTOd m d^f^taibor 10^ Xf32» that 
lafiU^ vaa aOavi to foldiai aaatiar to^ii^ aad tlwt It aoald daal alaoat \ 
aaalaaiTil/ idti aatMiaX dMlvoi f loa tlio doaodlag of aoarot ^oo^otaao 
aalioa to ^ ti f o ao fO fawMaatal r^roaaatatlvoa la WaOblaftoa* Xt mm 
atatod ^t favdiar ttat tiao mmmlMxm Imtom la or«Unr 

to avoid a Ilbil aalt| larthoTf that lardlar >>od la hla oooaoaalaa 
aoMaoma oofiaa of oiiilaal Var iMa art a aat aatoiliX« lad alao iad ro* 
talaod aatmal tliat ^loaid kiavo boaa plaood la tbo War . j 

Dopartaoai flloa* i; r. o t.; 


Oa FolHnMur]r 2I« 1933$ aa artlalo la tho Woo Xort tlaoa^ 
«atltlod|( *HMo Sapoida KS* m dapaa la aalaod,” atatod ibat *Fo^roX 
■M iM$mxiA aoftc hr R« 0. Tardlor# Wat^tlao hood of Gfarptofrapltla 
BMoa»«N*dlfaHMi diox goto aaaO ' " ' " «latliwr la ae«md of tMkg aoarot dlplo* 
aatia dOaoaoata lioa bo loft oMoioo*^ 


tbia artiala roportod tho omvIoo of af^poaaa oa Xar<d]jgr*a 
pahUahora mad litorair agoatg who woro ro^pdOpod to toatifF tofOro t^ 
Qtrmd darar» tho aabpotaa rorpirlag thm to piodao# tho aaanaorlpt of tho 
propoaod nm hooli aatltl.od« ”dapaaaao &l|^UM»tlo Soerota.** 

tho aaaaaarlpt mo aald to dlaoioao^ la partloalar^ lofoma^ 
tlM darlTod tnm tho doaodtng of aoMot d o pa a oao laatruotloaa to thal^ 
dolaipitoa at tho Waahiagtea Ajmi Ooafor«Em ia If22* York 

me s , i ek, 21 , J V/ 

On ^ril 4f If33> iafonaation roaolvod from a roUahla aooroo 
atatod that ^ Stato Oapartaaat vaa Mid to hara fait that tho pdbllaa«> 
tlM of MaHMitlal aattaav avail aa tho dao o d a d d apanoao aahloa to *iia 
imm Qmimmm dadofatoa la Iftti vavM dkpMmMmklj aoharfaaalnit 
i^ividiag to tma aovroo of laiomtiia tho fti^ ifpartwit M iNdiffi 
tho ffaitod otataa dttoaaop IM tho Oavtiioiai i^^atriot of Wm %mk to 
Inatltvto lai^ aotion in aajolalvg fahllaatlan of tho \amk^ 

>*dipmaaa d^IoMtla Saorata*" r_^): leitor fmi ^ ^ : 


> 
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At 


tlM Ibqr ai| Wt} imm •i pM,i0lm4 

la ^ iHgl i l i ii m% U»f 49i9m$ ikmn ^fMMl m 

«iiUtM lafiiM i MUi 


IImi% a jni!ffllrfKffr Mif Ini aCf<r<A a ImhiIi 

AbOAt ilAfMOAAA iA«rAb ^Ut^UMiTf ^ ffAVAAt tbi pAhliAAUAtt Af 

whiiA^ A bill AAA rAAABU/ iaaIiaA tb# ^t A A JtAtA# 

OAAgrAAA t mm mm bAlaf mmmmmU. In mitimkmX aItaIaa Iji Iai^ 
iAftAA* tbiA bAAk# br Vr* lAfbtrb 0* tme^f, wfim wtm hmM mi 

^A AAAfAt ^A A A l iiWA Al^lt Af tbA IMiAd 3tA%AA QAA^HlKb 
19ii$ Ia bAUATA4 bA bA lAI AAfeAAAtAA Af yAV A lA i l A A A AAAUilli4 iA 
hlA ^Tbm Mmtimm S Ia a Ii CteibAr* aaA to AaaI AaailAAlAAly mkih 
mmmmgm trm ttm impmmmm O o vAf Aii i iit tA iiA WAAbliitbAii MtAAigr*** 

TIlA ATtlolA e«itill»AAI 

Tai^AT** mBtimm WUmk pAbliAbtA 

tAA JAATA AfA« dl4 tOOk tANAfAi AAAAOlAAtlJlf tbA Hitmmmm 
bAbAAAA thm lUbAd StAtAA AAd Sm$mmt AtatAA tbA WAAbiagtAn AOf^ 
rAApAAAffit of Aia Britlili IbiltAd Fi*AAA»«*«tbA bA^ Xa 4 to bltt«r 

TAAllAdBAblAAA AgAlJAlt tbA ^OltAd StAbAA ia JA{>AA AoA JAMIs ItT* 

lAi^Ar ^aaaaa la ibA UaitAd StatAA* • • •aaaiiAljr mm mmm tlui 
AAbbAfitiAA wbAa it AAA kAM ^At llr« lAPAXAir bM mmUmr hm^ 
m thA WAjT* md aIiaa Iia r^pIlA^. to piatAAtA bj Hiat b# Aoa^ 

aIAaaaA it blA patflAtiA dmitr tkim wbat impm%mt mfk Hr* 
Stin^pAAB (SAATAtAAgr of StatA} baA Bimppmd bAAAAAA &t mm aaIta 
ikmiJUmg tbA oiAljr aaataa itft xmr tbA g AAiitawiit waa to fuab 
tbfAA# A bUl Aa tbA Haaa mi tbA BrltiAb OflXAlaX SAorttA ^At* 
ThiA WAA dAAA mXf AftAT lAfAl AAtlim btA iAiliA*" 


Cbi April 4 » lf 34 » Lmmmm, dhmm md im lAib 

jmbliAbm* bfAWi^ AWt a mi aavaI bgr tmtHw AotltlAd ElAiwt j 

CAmtAAt^* dAAAlibAA AA A TAty rAAdAblA AAfWl AAaAAfaiag tbA iiMAiiiAiy ^ 

^AfAtim mt A lAiar Apy la WiAbi^ltAa aiwrlag tbA flrtt larld Wmt* Tb# 
boob AAA diNioribAd aa bwiaf la iat#rAAtlng ata^p of aatIoiia AAplimA## 

Aad AA«»StAr**^fioaAAA awtllAdA AAd AAtiAltiAA* 

lafmiAtiAA mm rm^mi m ^ 9 %§ nkimk iailAAtAd 

tbAt bAd ABAA AA A AA lblly AtiftAd tA AAil tbA AtAiy ^laMgAA^ 

tA A pfAHOlIHlt il» Iwk AAAip a pAf^ tbA AtAiy iHAAMAf il^« /12-275^-1 : 

1 ir., r i j on lo^, ." 1 . ^unu u.j 


ri X 






A 


^ ^xem 23$ 1937# imm r^tmlwi^A txmm m MKf|4«aU«l ^ 

womrvm Mt4»t X« 0* ••• tXtR lifing at an mataiam aiibraaa 

ia X«i faiHi Xli.ttiinXaiitUI talipima mmhOw fmiu ^ 

( 61 - 566 - 538 ; JI I I 

Oa S^taitar 7# If^# a K ii hl j r nillaila atma iMmMk 
tXat lifdlar ^ anfimt at akwagldi^^ ia tlia aatiWR af 1^ mX 

haX liTta ^ra andar tia saw of Oataraa^ prataediiia to tia&iaat 
^ a la aa a la Iddaa* latoallff lardlaT waa rapartad to haaa baae aapapad .S 
la aaafat oada wark Ikr ^a ^ilaaaa ^aviHMKt# laafiof (2ma0£hm ^ 

^fiMPat# 1910* It waa atatad tkat Hiaktlr bafa^ laavlnc^ ka i^aadmd 
hla olJMk af aaarangr and lat kia trim I4m^%y wal fnirpoaa ka kaaini 
gmmraUj mmn$ tka iatamatlmial ^roap la jUte^ent, 

fTOrr, U . juOd js iCor, Jhun^V’irr^ Jhina/. ^ «ST<n. 

Aa af Jana 20^ X941j lafkimtlon vaa raoeirad ^ tka affaat ^ ^ 

that tardli^ vaa baak in Waili|j«t»ii» D« 0* It waa Rnarad tkat ka 
kaao klrad undar a tai^ aaarat Oavaiwiaat aaalraai ta do ipaalal 
ioTolYliif aararaX of tka gar amnaat al di^artwwita^4j^5^7'^''T-~l^j 

\ 5 >^ctl Jorns} 

(kd F^naxy X4« X941« InfiHmatiim waa racalTad tkat tka woxk^ 
ing praaa in R«v lark Qit/ waa IntmiaalF intaraatad In Karkart 0* tardligr* 

It waa atatad tkat XardXaip kad raaantXjr diaappaarad from hla Kaa lark 
addraaa« and loqnirlaa kjr nawapapar mmo kad dlaoXaaad tkat ha had marad 
to Waaklngtan and waa raaldlng at I7$9 Ij^dar FXaaa# N* W« Fwrtkar in^ / 
qttlriaa ara aaid to kawa dlaeXoMd that lardlaf kad kaan aagagad in an 
anknaim oonfldaBtlal oapaeltF kp mldantiflad goraw a a taX afanelaa^ and 
that tka nawapapar aas ware aarafkXlF watahing aaok otimr on tkia atoix« 
aa<^ oaa antlai^tlng tkat aanaena alaa waaH praak tka atorj* 1%la 
aowrea of lAfonaatloa aaqproaaad tka apinian tkat no <ma amoof tka r^portara 
eowXd andarataiid idi/ anp goranmontal mgmao^ ***0014 hira lardXa/ for angr 
oonfidantial work aftar tka dla^paaafid mamiar la wkiok ka aoXd oat tka 
FadaraX Dow^mint aftar hit anpla^nMUt in a aonfldaiitlaX oapaoltp darinf 
tha Xaat war. (62-.: ,'5 ' 




j ( 


' *01 
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On Fabmayy X5^ X94X/ iafoxmtioo waa notad to tka affaet tkat ; , ^. 


_ 15 ^ 62-/7 
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Xxki^tmtim waa raaaiwad fr^ a raXlald»a aoaroa on Map 00# 
WU, that XuNQ«]r wt* MpNMBitiic «b oaMia iHmdlr pmm , 

•ttapUat to •Mala hi#i ft a qu wM y radio ^rtetoon flad*r aeiiiljpMHtj^ 

(tS-'-vy 1-10; -eor.o ,. e-l .n ; i r;) 









JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 
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aiur^au nf itirnm^atian 

^tat^s B^partment of iJitatiro 

ISIastilngton, 5B. QT- 
January 13, 1942 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. LADD 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINF.D 
LcL'Liii iS UNCl-'^'.Sin "J 
DAi^g 




ue memoran^ 
erican black 


Reference is made to ny previo 
dum to you with reference to the setup of 
chRm her by CfiloneJDonovan • In ny memoran^A I stated that 
Colonel his sell hal advised me that Herbert ^ira^dley is re¬ 
ported to have beeft selected by Colonel Donovao^"to^ead 
this organization |nd his backing is reported tdiiave come 
from the VShite House. Colonel Bissell has now advised me 
that Mrs. Roosevelt was backing Yardl^ and that through 
the efforts of the Amy, Yardley*s appointment has been 
killed as far as Colonel Bissell knows* 



J 


ATr Coney 
Mr Hendon 
Mr Honoman 
Mr Quirn Tamm 
Mr HaiLo 
Tefe Room 
rowr Hooiti 
M r'leaso 
M**s ^eahm _ 
Mits Gandv _ 


Colonel Bissell also advised me that he had 
been reliably informed that Colonel Donovan was trying to 
get into field with troops* 



4 JAN 231942 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 
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Siureau of inu^otisation 
)9nifoii ^tato 0 iSopartmoni of SuBitof 
moBfirngton, B. Ot. 

February 4, 1942 

ALL SNFORMAlinN CONTAINED 




J. 1 
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RF: VISIT OF HjTRBFRT 0. YARDLEY 



Mr Karoo 


Talc Koom 




A 

.A 

V"* 


r* 

X 

1 5 

’ 3 

^ i: 




In accordance with your insjtructions, an rppointnent was 
arranged /nth Vir. Yardley yesterday and Messrs. C. A. Appel, 17. G. 
BlacL'burn and tb^ writer conferred with him. 


approach 
to offer 
referenC' 



reference to Mr, Yardle^/’s new and original method of 
jbryptogranhic a nalysis, we explored what 3E:. Yardley had 
some length and Messrs, Appel and Blackburn s tate with 


f 

/ 


”?JIr. Yar^ey stated that "we” h|^^^2^l“ked-•ut'^iymplified 
suner Lor procedAira/changes evspecially a ot^'cable in' the decrypting of 
trinsoovsition of^iph^s in which a t:,rili is used aSd which 
the method of pj^babilities. Considerable conversation ensued cpncerning 
the exact method of using orobibilities, and he stated that heC^ 
the m>-themetica.1 nrob^^bility of the conhin/tion of letters in difc^a^hs, 
trlgr^phs, etc, as opuosed to the tr^'ditlondl cryptobraphers^^^T^^^ncy 
tables of totals showing the nornnl frequency of comfrliiaTetterF^'" 
in digriphs and trigraphs 3n a given language. In expllining how the 
irob^bilities are calculated he said the fre(<uency of one letter as an 
"e” is ’Multiplied by the frequency of another letter as an ”s” and 
this total is divided by the frequency of the digraph ”es” yielding the 
"probabilities” which is to Messrs. Blackburn and Appel still a ^ nnf 

mysterious calculation. For this reason, he was pressed for details 
to methods in general, end iid not mention a detailed method of wprk 


from which it could be assumed that he Imows nerbonolly how to dtack 
current cryptograms used by the Germans and oth«r agents. He referred 
to h's ’/ork in Canada and in China. In Canada he took a girl from the 
'\rmy Signal Corps, and it may be that she ratner than he kne / the 
detailpd methods. Kef erring to his China vork^ he stated he held a 
pT^cet deni of success with Japanese cryptu^^ r^ ras, He 
hnd any success fith codes, snd he statea he had a 


0^ 



WHS asked if they 
'^f success 


_^reat aeal 


in soIv_LnK_co_des. meutionin>? tlie Kana Code and talked at great len gth 
biLt q'it hQ-gt parti cularit y. CovJes are not solved in this way by 
ma■‘'hematics o^’ original thought. Solutions actually depend"upon 
luck, Lnvestig tive work, and the p"'ocarement of a code book. Therefore 
hTS claim is a clear indicition that his other statements are honatf ni 
and purpos e of impr essing the Bureau vith the need for h is services . 


— o _ 


It ''•gite apr)arent that Mr« Yardley had an axe to gri nd 
or was seeking so >’np»+->Tiy>pf- At the beginning of our talk, Mr. Yardley 
in'iuired as to whpt it was we would like to know about cryptogranhy 
nnd he wps infortied tb-^t had no specific ouestions* However, that 
in his letter to the Director he had mentioned that he desired to offer 
some new and original methods of ?'pproach to the subject. He then 
oiscussed t^e subject mf^tter WvS described above. 

He informed us that '■^e hed spent two ycsrs until some time 
in 1910 in China as the only ^hite man ever to enter the service of the 
Chinese Intelligence, He, 's a matter of conversation, stated that 
if anyone in this country believed thft the Chinese like the Americans 
or any members of the white race 7e were badly mistaken. He stated 
that they were still oriento.ls and the 7hite race were still occidentals 
and that the'^'e v/as finite a line of demarkation. It is his opinion that 
the Chinese ^re interested in Americans only so far as they can get 
something out of them. He stated that an Americanos life and property 
are far more secure in Chins than they are on the streets of the United 
dtstes, that although the}'' rob one another they "'ill not touch a white 
oeraon. He st^-ted that extortion and gr* ft and thievery are very common 
'’mong the Ghinase, 

‘IS the conference '^as ne-:rin^ its conclusion, ilr, Yardley 
stated tinat he would like to take an additional five minutes to discuss. 

" ^-ersonal subject > end he was advised we w'ouLl be happy to listen to 
him, Ke then stated that he wanted to be removed from the "black l ist^" 

I told him I diQ not understand his '•uestlon. He continu'^-'CL that he 
o n the »black lis t” of the der Department^ Hav-7.Depa rtwenty Ctite 
Depart~ient and the Federal Bure^^u of Investigation, I suggested that 
he enlarge his statement as I did not unde'^stand him. He trien “'ent on 
into a historical dissertation covering his service during the past 
-o>'ld ‘''!ar and oersonal <iifferences he has had rj-ith ’"r. Freedman vho 
snoceered him in the Crj/'ptogrr ph ■ c dection in the Signal Corps, 
k.,, 9, Army, He stated that fr-*'ednan had done everything possible to 
discrod’t hl-n and his no me and thrt he was still doing so. He advised 
that the St^ t"' 1 apartment, ’'1 en he attempted to publish certain documents 
1n New York City follo^ring the publication of his book, took action to 
ston him although tie matter was entirely hs'^raless •^nd that the FBI 
p-rt cipat'^d In t^’is particular action 'hen it h’cl Ir, Tnonus L. Dewey 
T-sru'ila tie case in Hew York City, th t ho did not njiierstana why the FBI 
lart-’c-' 3''‘ted in helping put him on a ”blrch I told him I was 

finite snmrised at his st’t^ment in rrmicr s Hr. he fc}/' not employed 
it a t ‘6 FBI. ’’''r, Yri'dley ”as obviously very much surprised also, <s 
}ie st'ted thf't he underst''od that "'-’r. i}e''ey was tins Barv u's roiresente- 
tivt in Ne’^ Yon: City. I toh- him that l"r. Dc'^ey at t}’“ time ‘'as 
cnoloyr-d by the T*. 3. Attorney's Office and thet he had no connection 
•-.hr'tever nth the FBI. Fe aoalorized ana stnt^-d ne had been ronply 
ccjsinv tl^e FBI in his mind for participating in the prosecution of him. 



'Ir. Ynrdl-^y 'dvj sari th't he h?^s been unable to ’nake a connection 
I in the Ar^ay, in the Navy, in the St^-tte Department, and that he ^ronld 
Inkr' to offer rh'-^tever talents be has to hjuS government curing the 
preseiit emergencj. He said he is not seeking a position as ne is not 
^in need of one, that he is financially inaeoendent so to speak. 

He stated tha.t he imlerstood in a conversation bet».een Fir. 

Th A. Tamm Qf this Bureau and a reoresent'^tive of the bar Department 
that Mr. Ta’rm- stated that he doubted the Bur<^ n vronld be abj-e to use 
I'he services of Y'^rdley, I informed him the t of course I did not know 
o^ smeh "" neat''ng or st-tement, that ho/ever he "ould not be eligible 
for consider’-'t” on f^or a osition in this Burc^.u inasmuch as he would 
b= unable of course to m-et the age reouiremrnts and furtiermorr, that 
th s Bureau o'i not employ people who nad never worked at this Bureau 
e:.cept -t the minimum salary. The statement of Vir, Tamm was suooosed 
to have been m^de on or bout Dece iber 9> 1941- 

It was a p aa/^ont that .Tr, Yardlov^s attempts to see tlie 
Director f'or the ourposc of rettinn himself off the "black lis t” 

as he called i t. He on a fishing ex, edition to fine out all he can 
concecnlnj >'is inability to vseenre o position with the Army, Nav^r, or 
St^te Department. It is also obvious that he would like to be in 
charge of a Cr 3 gotogra chic Section chiring the present emergency. He is 
r- good talker. Ho'ever, as oointod out by iesssrs, Aopel anvd Bleckbum 
h^ does not hr>ve too deep o iaio>;lGd,^e of his subject, "r. Appel feels 
th't "'r. iardley’s secr-'-t^ry fno Tr-s been with hifi for many years is 
prob'M^^ the one 'ho a/LS been ca^^r^cin'/’ on the detailea cr^optogrsphlc 
'-palin' -S ''ork for him. 

Upon dea.otinr, 'r. I'-i'^dley .esired to offer his services to 

I this Burciu ft any time, ''ny nlice, '^ny'A-ie're. ih^ C'^n be rcacaed at the 
two addresr>cE set forth in his Icttc’'*, 




January 22, 1942. 


Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. C, 


Attention Mr, Ta: 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFia) 



Sir: 

This is to inform you that I returned to Washington 
yesterday after seven months* employment by the Canadian 
Government in Ottawa. Briefly, in May, 1941, Canadian Officials 
came to see General Mauborgne (now retired), Chief Signal Officer 
U. S. Army, and asked for someone to go to Canada to organize a 
confidential bureau. General Mauborgne had no one available who 
was qualified for the position, so recommended me for the post, 

I had returned from China a few months earlier ifldiere I had been 
a confidential advisor to the Generalissimo for nearly two years. 

I was immediately invited to Ottawa for a conference 
with Military Intelligence, Naval Intelligence, Mounted Police, 
External Affairs, National Research, Chief Telegraph Censor, 

Chief Postal Censor, Air Intelligence* Prom June 9th, I was 
employed by the Canadian Government. On January 10th I t urned 
over my work to an Englishman who arrived from Londop,«-rTT^ are 
doubtless aware of some of the circumstances.^^sHopries of letters 
from Canadian officials are attached which give some measure of 
proof of my success. 




And it IS because of my success there that I am writing - 
success due to nev/ and original methods of approach. If you are 
at all interested in these matters I shall be happy to confer with 
you. My address for at least the next thirty days is 4016 18th St., 
N.W., Washington, P.C, - Telephone Randolph 7288. I can be reached 
there except for a few days when I ^alT be in New York, and while 
in New York can be reached through George T. Bye, 535 Fifth Avenue. 







Department ^ 
External Affair. 
Canada 


^alNF0RMH10NMHWNro 


Ottawa, 6th Janu'^ry, 194S, 

This letter is to state that Ivlr. Herbert 0. Yardley 

IS returning to the United States after having been employed 

since June 1941 by the Canadian Government on confidential 
/ 

war work. Any courtesies and facilities that could be 
extended to Mr. Yardley would be appreciated by those Depart¬ 
ments of the Canadian Government for whom he has been doing 



L. B. PEARSON 
for 

Under-Secretary of State 
for External Affairs 


To Canadian and United States Officials 


at the Border 
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:#4a<^* «■«» ostsm nmaf 





pMNrl. Mum HiHiir w ^iPi i« MMnwg «» / 

Aipil ijk i|il« H w iimim - ^ fiMMi iiteii* m 

Wm im^ir 4^ ^ Hipfliiimt: ^il» i^i IgUL iai to I|£| 

MMl ft ato ^liiUNr laiii tor tow taputoMt #f 

toft virto tor to rmto to to# MM ttotoft toi^r far 
toitotft to ft ^ toft topitfl Mm M toft pmaM to to* nito 

i^r iftjftr to 101^* to 4to fttoM to Mit ftf iltoitoy totoltogtoto: 
totoftr $ §tm ^^7 to Xtoi ito iOIm^ toft to toft 0X%mr 0^mmmi^0 
•totf alto MitoftX ftoftlitof to 4ft|tot X%$* U ftototo toPW* toto 
to toft to fttoftgft of ftllltorr totoULifftaor ftt tot tosto to 

SmtoftT Ifti* ift toft fttotoM ft iMtopiMM ftftrftoft toM to imf 
ftfti to toft itoiftfftftr toft totoftto ly Mufitoliil toto to* Mtoi itoii« 
toto* toto Mf to ifto to toft to toorpi ^ tto Qif|ftftftrftpii4o topirt^ 

flftto (toft ftft^ftftlltoi bto^ Ototoir)* (Bio's ymo in America, Vol 30 ) 

m iffttofttor im, iMpmmUm mm itotitoft fmm ft 

dtotM i^Mft toftt tor. m ototoottoi ft nittto pdtotft 

ftft tftftfftl to ^0^ toft toll bftftftfit.** It fttoftftM ttot Iftrtoft^t tn cto- 

totft ft fir* lliis4ftltoM« ftto toft fortorlir «iM<M ft« ft trato* 
Ifttor^ M t itoith, wftft o«toiito« ft ooftMiroito oato for a j^tot* 
toito Iftr^togr otot too itooitetoft wmm U to fito 
mmm to'^ tetoto ItoTowtofte towlltoto «liito vatoi Mtoftoftilr 
itotoilir ttoft tor. toto Mtort O. IMlto# M ftubtoftt 

toto towMwMi* tot tooftftftft ^ too nfttoro of tto iafortotoo na it io Lk 
bfttog ftlt torM «• pofttotojr rolfttollt. (6l~g25»203 : Cl ~ I 




ra-a. iftlltolag tto 4 l »to i H t lim of M ftoinrot $ef9mrmm%9X w^mp of 

^ifttoa to ?ftri:tor« to i^iMd ft took totitM toto 
WIkikUmm Wkmk Muftiftr«* iotto-itortll Qtmpmip, I9I2.. tto took «ftft a 
trftfttwKit of tto toftMr tootolag work oorrM o» 

ftWtor tftr^i|f*ft ftft|»MrfiiMi| m4 MIft ftto^ftito witb tto tonlopnM 
liar jpftiwrtoftftt ftto IfULltorr lotoIHfftni^ orratoft^ftfttoo workg 
nMtotocli^ tto prftokleil walto io tliift s&f§rmmt Mto Wftt MIM 
M towit ftofttofttft MwMPM, Mftd rft««ft§oft of ottor 
^ iiMtown to^ tto ftwttor ooiMfttto <m toot rai toftorlto^ «« § ftod 
ftitoitt^ to- ftOMNsitito totii ftiiylift<|rft|iilo ftftik to iwrioto itittttoititft 

■I ^ ri?P.*«!T?fnwr*ir »»-.■ 


I# IS 194 ? 








to toil fllliAJtoMiiJni Nito kmmgigum HUmIi 

—■■»■« wiP bW i INaa MUM* How w Am % 1$39t w 

topitoiii|r iwi totoM^lMtoiil wtoi iptoSUyi totHtMtoi ioiilRitoiiii^^ 

M ttwm m* tUpltliHi (62-27581»l$>Col. Albright, Un>, War 





iiilltoiito j|ij || to y iiitotoiilili iiiMyiiitoM^ tid itovi^toii 
liiltotoiiilitoMi toMi itotoMtol tot tosltoritop l^@b ^MIIilB^ towii 

ttoiiS^MlitofllNMl^iiiiSii'iM^^ ''toiiSiiSllptoitoN^ totoNi^lto irif iitototo 

iN^ toMi itoiili' llMii* Itowlilp nm to toto toto' toiM9i»toto iwtotoi 

ip p-mldl m Hl^l Mi.4t toA4 YkfftoiW ip M* 

AH WmW&m^ WP WVUMi M jyi»flPWb WHmwJI APPPilMr]^ wHNiP MfHI ApI Wmim 

«^|g||UM[ 4 M|k )MM||||g|i|g||g| iWltojHi ttUf .P|IMMyMft||M|||A M|[|AM y 4 M*t.. - Ami 4 

Iton WKIt ll^toMl^^^topto IEUUMI* (62**- 27581-lx; Kr* Castle, State Dept) 

to l^itoniiii^ 3St§ top Itop if toll' totoNi iPtotlJytoto ph 

toitototo toito Hi ff j y if i f i - itoPiMto|Hlp to toipw iii Si^tod***^ top 

tototop toitoto toto Idto pptototoljto pC p ppp toto Iqt toPillto P« toptopp^ 

PPPP to toP PPPPPI IMPPltoB w^qrPPPtoto^ PtoWHI toPwto mmP mHepfti Wmr§ 

•M mImA mA imrnam by ttw tmu^t dppidpp 'todto' pppIM^iPii jff j 
fitli to to lili sSSpdilptoi toip« Plito urtoflrtlg pgiiiip pf top Ppipto* 
ppto f j ffffi t i toiiNtoKtotoMt pppmto toppppitoii top pt ^fif^ ptoitoippp toto 
^iM^iii^Mi|gi| piMiia^Klii Hpi ittitoMpypiP Pto {ipotoiiiK to ipiiiniatoppp 
PiP^ vP IBP M^pPPPPP 'OPAitotoP* P* PPP WipAi liWPlQB ilW uiBiPIPPBPP Wt> 

XW* (62-27581-3X) 

On 4|rU 4t itocmitoPB ipotopto fm p itototot p^irai 

toPtPd topp top toPiP IPpurtoit ppp P«M to lim lilt toto tot psMim^ 

fcijMt M# aotolipBdPiJkl MPnPiP Pttto PP top PiPpPpi J^ttPttPPP^ totoPP to ^to 

Ipw dPtoPiwBPp PPlppitoP III IkfPSIf **y**|^ to Ptpl (utof pit 1. jr ipitof)fppptoi**<' 
Am^Pliii to toip pptopp to itoPfPtotei top totop rnpme^mm^ toP p p p p pP 
top MMM itotoP litopi^ top Puitopwi SHtototo to inr topii to 
toplltoto toto'totoPiP Ipjto ppPtoP ill pi^ltotoiii ptolipPtoPB to top totot 
*JtoPP*PP IPtoPtotoP ip(mto«^ 

Ito 4§9m tofPBtolP^ mPpr toto to IBisr XfHt poiitoliipd an 
prtitop PtolPtoP ^toto Simto tocKiPaP#* tto irtiplp ititoP toai it 
w9m imm& W tofipliip In tototogyp « Mtoto p tol iilipr Mur to ^rnm 
to* MMPt 0* Itodl^’p toto toppt {Mmpt Mto 

toplp pxto^pto/ Pito ppppafto to Ito Qsmmmt to ito 

totoppptop BptoiNiQf* 






JH $0. tiMi iffiriHii OMMoniipii 

MHIMMI liMiSidll (i lllllL jtMwfiMA ld|tt ^ lEMiilinfiii finrilr 

ISImi ifttdbi gt.it<f Hf* iSi^iiip^# iMinnm 

•r Hh Mlip liiM ilNHt# n firaMr Pukw pp P» TiifWt' IM 

flHiiyblil 'iHf iittiiQMi IImII Im giMii^yliiMii 4-4 j^tit pppimBMp 

llli^ Imi ipMMt Ullll^ lyppilPiMMMl tf t l Tl I IIP* MiblMIM^ IUMI PlMIINiii^iQ^ iNlNMli 
in^ iMpilMiiPIH Hif IMRRi BidNWI iMiH^ilpIlii 


fH wBB li^id'ffc 
'*«l«r fiilBBB 


tlB iJM^i. A« Tjpupjuugyu IpuBlB Bud 

p(Up$yMlPNIflNI||! PPPppIlll ISMIi it flpQf IftIPPlIt «p^ "lisipi^bvp' 

SisBHElNiHif ** PMNNiif^yiii^ B$ * p piq r- riniiiilfit g ttNi 

i^KpNMf4tl*IUlB|l p£ 4 3J||^ ipQT ^ 1^f[1t^H|ffcwy! - y|i ; |* || f|k ii y |[^ |<f| llBf# 

^IPB I WOB BMP i B W W MR fcHBli mm BBl i w i ^ mm ai P | I P I Bi 4» Ei| | WBSQf Om wBirBPBB 

INI|P4l£ipp| MMi <S<3BlllMKNNlp^^ IMHPMNhl iil4 il(B%1t.4lfltil4i (62~275Bl^9) 
iPM^sMTUptioii tRMi y» f tli wi4 m 1194# iMN^igr M 

ly %4 g#Xl 4 4^Elifjr f|p4 f%|. ^ *ll44lfllp4i^ lNl 4 

pif^pi^yMIil^^ptill 3BWtl MAI4|44i9r« X% iMMI 14lj|,ittTlMt^. 1ib44 4ti4V3r 

S)090* (62-27581-12 - 1.11 ss .7inn, NY Herald Tribune) 

00 UmsfMiam 7p I940P 4 ligMiWy m0M3^ mmm ijidteM 

tei liiili^ tal «if«lBii 4t CMogi^iSp lMii% 14 ^ ililm 0i 

aattii 4*4 Ifeii Mi tbmXHt BBittf 4ft* wyMs «# H Mji i m W M ii. BiBtiiiilllSB tO 

\»Mmm $0 h$M0m littliKliUsrp tm03U»^ wm mpmM %# ^mm 
$M MMHPii 0900 wmik i&t ^ (Hitam 00mmmm%§ Im^ixm 
Ctagl^ 14 AppMli l$mm t% m0 «il^ mm^ Mfmi XMlfiBf 
tiB 4tai£^ Mm Mmk 9i mopem^ ml li^ Mb trai iiiMltr 
\m Jmmm jpnwrtUy bbqbs 14* gmi^ In dUmgliliii^- / 

(65-31079-1; State Deptjdispatch from US Ambassador, Chungking, 

On Wi0mitmT Up Ifil# wm rmmM90 ^ 

pmm $m 1km Iktk 01^ mm. immm %90 M HvrMtt o# 

Ml iim«M fmair M4 mmM,w i^mm Mm 

Urn f4i% 9Mmmi^ md imi^fktim ^ fiiwipiifwi iMi M i wii i iiil M 
hmd rnamd ^ iMtifiitei bskI mm mdikm st IW0 kmk&r Bmm$ i« W* 
ntr^m miMilBB mm mm m hmrn diml m mM HiM TarMipr M Iim 
mm00d m 90 mmam trntmrnUdl 44pM^7 wdkrnm MM ^ 

am^il mmMmm, ml iMt tM Mm iMtoMni 

4^cr m %Mm Marar» mdk 90 m ^mUMmmng tM4 wo n icnt Mbb imM 4 l4mlr—; 

IM itof^p Hiii mmm oi 0m$sm M9 9 d IM dpIbIbo IMt 44 

BBdBi til# W9^mtmr» 9mM mkmmkmd 1 ^ n^T pwrwMlM 4fi4^ 

Mm TiirMii^ r#^ 4iuf nfflflftBnt'li’l 4ftMf tM itlByKiMMUttil mmmmt m 

BiMflii Ihi ant im PBiitndL CNMBtfMHBdfe aftifir 44* ||||gpj|iii^^ In _ 
MnftiMU* «*MliB *•*• *■ la* «■»." (62-27581-l'7f letter from 
Director to Qen Sherman Miles, G-2, VAir Dent.) 
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liureau at Intte 0 tt 9 aiion 

llntf^b States Bppartm^nt of Sfusttt^ 
Washington Field Diyisioa, 1437 K Street* N.W, 
Washington, D, 0, 

May 12, 1942 


* Federal Bureau of Investigation 
‘ Washington, B, C. 


Bear Sir: 

Reference is made to Bureau letter dated November 29, 1941, 
transmitting a copy of the War Department's Inspection Besponsihility 
List Bo* 2, dated August 37, 1941, together vith a copy of Inspection 
Beeponsibility List No, 3-*A (Supplemental), dated November 1, 1941, and 
requesting that sufficient confidential informants be developed in the 
listed plants in the Bistrict of Columbia, 

Maintained aa^ig the copies located in the Bi strict of Columbia 
was the name HERBBRI OrlABBLEY. A search of the directory and files 
of the credit bureaus in the Blstrlct of Columbia fails to reveal any 
listing or record of HERBERT 0, TABBLET, 

No further action is being taken in connection with that 

name. 



LLT:J0 

99*39 




Birector 


Very truly yours. 


S. K, McKJBE 

fecial Agent in Charge 
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19^13 


OKS: 7,7/ 
62^275bl-.se 


Mr* Robert Schioarts 
7707 Woodlaien Avenue 
Melrose Par^j Pennsylvania 

Dear Mr* Schwartzt 

Tour letter of January XA, 1943, has been remived 
and I mioh to advise that data contained in the filee ef the 
FBI is confidential by Congressional enactment* I regret iiiat 

I a"i unable to aJvisc ’ ou concerninr t?te Matter you have in 
ni nd* 


Sincerely yours. 
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Sdgar Bcover 
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STANOARO FORM NO 64 


Office NLefUOti 4 ' l 2 ’ duW ’ • united staies government 


TO 


DIRECTOR, Federal Bureau of Investigation 




DATE April 7, 19 I +5 


FROM 


SUBJECT. 


GUY HOTTSL, SAC, Yiashington Field 
HFPBFET 0. YARDLEY 

MISCELLANEOUS - I.NPO^tATION CONCERNING 


K" I 

Ml I 


s V f 

O \ 




.r< 


I 


:rri 


j 


On April 2. IQliS. Tnfr.TmantJ' 


Inf the ‘wFantP Cas e, advised th8ftr||^|^_^__J 
J had mentioned to him 


that while ! I was attached to the Japanese l&abassy in Washington some 

years ago, an American approached members of the Japanese Diplomatic Staff 
stating that he had come into possession of certain secret documents belonging 
to the Japanese Government, and that he intended using such documents in a 
book he was to publish* This man allegedly stated that he would refrain from 
publishing the book in return for a substantial payment from the Japanese 
Government• 


fo7D 


[allegedly stated that Tokyo authorized a substantial payment which was 
made to this American, after having discovered that certain documents were, 
in fact, missing from the Japanese Embassy; that the American is said to have 
received the payment, and then doublecrossed the Japanese by publishing the 
book* 


Informant [ 


] states that an article captioned ”HERBER' 



b7D 


BIJMER, TfRITES THRILLERS DURING HIS *0FF HOURS* ", by JO: 
in the "Vtashington Evening Star" for Sunday, April 1, 19U5« 
that HEKBERT 0. YARDLEY is identical with the man mentioned by| 
noted that YARDLEY was formerly an employee of the Departments 
to the article. 


AldDLEY, mSTTPR CODE- 
FFEE, appeared 


I state8 
it being 


b7n 


State, according 






The article is being quoted in its entirety for the Informatioh of the Bureau* 

" In relatively minor obscurity in a Government job, America’s crack code- 
breaker of ^"'orld "'Jar I today hatches hair-raising plots and writes for the 
fiction market* 
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HERBERT 0. YkTJ)V^Y, v^hose revelations in 1951 of *The American Black 
Chamber* in a book by that name stung high officials to decry the volume, 
I'orks by day in the District Office of Price Administration and in his off 
hours writes 'thrillers’ in collaboretion vfith a professor of English*- i 

i j C 

To would-be fiction writers v/ho think it easy the^.master cryptographer 


V 


’Don’t unless you have seen a lot of life.^ 

tX -<41 

He has ’lived’ much of his fiction, and yet his string-of^ books is not 
long* By ’living* his fiction, he means seeing life in the raw. His latest 
product TS**^rows Are Black Everywhere’ (reviewed in The Star, ?!arch i|), a 
story of intrigue in China, and grew out of his experiences as adviser to 
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek* 
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L’lHECTOK 


April 7, 19U5 


Putting together a fiction plot, in the opinion of this old code man 
who served as a major in the intelligence service in the lest war, is not 
a difficult matter — it is the background matter thet counts* 

'Your suspense comes by putting your characters in trouble and then taking 
them through the results*. And if you Imve seen enough life you have no trouble 
creating the characters and setting up their troubles and triumphs** 

In writing *Crows Are Black Everywhere*, YAHDLEY supplied the facts, plot 
and color; CA^^GKABO, professor of Hhglish at the University of Chicago, gave 
the story the Writing polish. The result was a piece of fiction that has been 
generally well received by reviewers. 

'WRITES ':nm HE FSEU LIKE IT. 

YARDLEY roams because he likes it and writes after he gets his facts. He 
brought back from his two-year China experience a 30,000-word brochure packed 
with description of war, refugees, dives, gruesome events, strange characters 
end stranger experiences. Out of this probably will come other books based on 
life and war in China, but YAaOLEY makes no promises. He writes when he feels 
like it. 

His first book was * Iha Ytoae no an Black Chamber,* in which he told of his 
work as a code-breaker for the State Department from 1919 to 1929* He brought 
it out in 1931, e-ud he recalls that it ran into criticism in diplomatic quarters, 
where it was felt the book embarrassed officials in diplomatic dealings with 
other nations. 

So YAHDLEY took to the lecture platform, then went to Hollywood, where he 
wrote for the movies until 193^* During that time, he brought out tvro more 
works, *The Blond Countess* and *Red Son of Nippon.* 

Code work has been YARDLEY*s life. Bom in Worthington, Ind., in 1889, 
he attended the schools there and joined the State Department in 1912, Two 
years later he workout a special diplomatic cipher code and when the United 
States entered the war in 1917 be was consiii'isioned a captain in the Signal 
Corps, 

A major by 1918, he was given a high post in intelligence, placed on 
Gen. PERSHING*s staff and was at the Peace Conference at Versailles as an 
observer. In 1919 be was awarded the Distinguished Service Medal and was 
discharged the same year to head up the State Department's cryptographic unit 
that ultimately led to his * Black Chamber* troubles. 

He went to China because he had a job to do. In 1938 Chiang Kai-shek 
wanted an expert code man to teach his intelligence officers some of the 
liner parts of the art, YARDLEY then was in the prosaic business of selling 
real estate and was available. He joined the generalissimo’s staff in 



DIRBCTOS 


April 7. 19^5 


ft 

Chungking when China’s fortunes were at a low ehb and the city was rather 
primitive• 

Of work, YAKDLBY speaks little. He mentions that he was under an assumed 
name; that he had a large staff of guards, servants and interpreteiirs for his 
two-year stay; that he had ample time to exercise his powers of observation of 
Chinese life and customs. 

In October, 19^» his job finished, YARDLEY returned to the United States, 
and in the spring went to Ottawa,Canada, where he was with the Canadian govern¬ 
ment for nine months, and then he returned to the United States to become an 
investigator for the OPA and to write. 

He looks the part of a typical American businessiMin, which fits him well 
into the OPA investigative picture. Short and stocky, of ruddy complexion, 
he enjoys his plain-clothes role. He lives with his wife in a dovjntowu apart¬ 
ment awaiting the return of his 19*y<=‘ar-old son, JACK, vtfio is in the service. 

His two years in China apparently gave him enough adventure for a time, 

’No one,' he says with an exaggerated wave of his hand, ’should spend more 
than three months in China -— especially primitive China,* ” 
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SFCUPTTT mr^FMAfiru 



Ym mill not# that thrn^a ia no injfirmiim in 
forngning whiek mimld emne^t Marin &tuart JTIoojr 
thn mmnnmript* Mnrtg Btmrt Xloo# man inunntggnf^ &g 
Min JIMrngm in 19M nt wMinh ttmn Mn mn hning &nnni€€m^ 
far nnplngunnt undnr thn Xntnrnmtinnmi X^nmnlnjM^t Frnemm 
nf thn Stntn Xt mmn Immn^ that nhn »nn ham 

Pmnmhnr 99$ 1901$ at lnminnilln$ Xnntmhgm Mn attnndnM 
MHfnt Brimr Cnllngn$ Mmnnt Brhnr$ firginta$ /mm 1919 M 
1999$ rnmniuing am Am f* in Joninl ^imnnm 9hn 

mlnn 4i€ gm^hmtn mnm at Briar CnXlngnm Minn Xnin 

milingnr$ nnarntarg M thn YrnniAnnt af Mnnt Briar 
Cnllngn and aha Man hnnmn Minn Klnnn Jhr nmg ymrn$ ntatnd 
that in ahnut 19M or 191^ Minn JCtnnn tnld hir that nhn had 
hnm immntigatnd tngnthnr mith a mn far mhnm thn had 
morhnd whn had brnhm nnmn nndnn n^idk mnm annd in World 
War X« fhnidnntitg of thin nan mn n&t hnomn to Minn 
SnUiniror*^ UL 

Thn Jhllnming information, tahnn from mrioun 
qunntiomairnn /Hind out hp Minn Xloon$ jmtln to rn/Inot 
any comnntion bntmnnn Tardlny '^nd Mim Klnnn through 
nmploymnnt daring thn pnrtinmt pnriodm Minn Xlnon attnndnd 
thn tmiunrnity o/ Chioago in X9M for onn ynarm Mnr lintnd 
ntploymnnt rn/lnotnd that in 1990 and X99W Mn morknd for 
thn'tyming Puhlie Lndgnr^ in Miladnlphia, Bnnmnylmniam 
In 199T on^ 1999 nhn man mplnynd paH timn by thn M&onevnit 
Botnl in Ptttnhurg^$ Jhnmnnylvania* Yrm 1997 to 1999 nhn 
morknd for thn "Pont Oarnttn" in Pittnburghm In 29S0 and 
1931 nhn taught Xnglinh at Anpimwall Migh Snhoel$ Anpinmll$ 
Pnnnnylumiarn m 19S4 nhn man a Social Inmntigator for thn 
innrpnmy ffomn Mnlinf in Mnm York City^ You will note th^t 
nhn mn not linted any mployannt from 1931 to 1934^ miring 
our Inoonil^tion It nan rnportnd that Minn Jtloon o«d hnr 
mothnr lipnd in Amhnrnt Comty$ rirgimta$ nmr Smnnt Briar 
Cnllngn for a pnriod of onn or two ymrn in the early I930^n 
and tSot Minn Xlaon during thin period mo doing conn nfudy^ 
in§ and wrltla^^nO 

Aftnr IBM the had varioun nmployr^entn in Sem fork 
City and in 1941 morknd an innintant F<fitor for the Inter- \ 
Aland Informtion Cnnterg 610 fifth 4mnun$ Mew York Cit^gfL 
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C^lmmbim ^iP9r9ity im Mm T^rk Citsr /mm 
11^6 im rmmivinff mm Jf* 4, mprmm In XP^ tm PmhXie 

Xirntm ^0 ikkmrmmftm mrkpM Jkr iMm Zikmry &/ 

XMM^XMMg Mmmmmrrnm Mi^rpmmm $0 X049^i94S0 mr 
mmt0 XMMi m4 tkm smtm /mm i94M tm IMfm 

Mm mm kmmfimpMM /mm IM4T t# XBSi ^pmrmP$w Mm im§ 
MmMmkm mn «t MrnimmrniMwm Mm 19MI $hm jixmm 

m p^mrrnmmmX mmyrnrity pmmMimmmirm in mmmmPimm miPM 

#i^l 0 tfn#nf /oT thm Matm Bmpmrtmntw Xt la 1/ 

mhm iB Btill mpXByBd hy thm SkmtB 

Mb Ja BBmtmpXmtB- mtirng mmy /rnmhBr umtim 
^ith rmBpBBt im Hkim mttBf im ihg mhBmm of a rm^mBf 
/rom U 0 m* 
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iTtirnMf By tfariMre BOiAtMtm. (jUfmMm mfOlik 

1838 to tiy bla tuck al crtddng tbe codM of ttM 
JapozMM, he waa dellghlad. The Uatted StatM Qov<ertt> 
ment OT^tqgiaphy otfanisatlOB be bad letf after VarM 
VarlhadbeendlabeiidedlalBBI; btobookabOBttfieotw 
ganizatlon* “The American Bla^ Qiaittber^** had eok 
raged the Gov«rnmeiit Yardbqr qwet almoat twQ yean 
In China; daring the IMO'a he turned hla Jownal inbt 
book form bm new eufaoritted it jforiwi^IMKpp. Now, 
25 yean after tale deatti. we have 
. rhambar.** YaitltavUv^ and W O rl Bddii^ChOMqing!lt 
noiae and **lntQkrable etinki,** the 
quant target of Japeneee bombs, tte frammiaed with 
Chinese officials and woricen. He met Chlang Kal<ehA 
— “a thin and rather lonesome man" — and cheated at 
poker (of interest because Yardley later wrote **Tbe 
Educatloa of a Poker Pl&yer/* a claasic). He taught 
Chinese students the basics of cryptogr^diy and threw 
'in some lessons on truth drugs and sabotage. But Yard* 
ley wrote In tar more detail aboidbie own feelings. The 
Chinese^ be b^eved, have a predlspoBlton to graft and 
treachery, but he clearty admired many of thooe be 
met, and he was sickened by the uncoocmn that Chinese 
officiata riwwed for the Uvee of their own peqple. AU this 
he recorded with candor and frequent humor. Oae will 
learn little abofut n^itonage from his hook, but it is an 
observant personal view of wartime China and a nota- 
^ blehlsmiicidsidel^^ ^HalGoodman 
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